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“to get the right word in the right place is a rare achievement.”
—Mark twain

Teaching to the Tech
TFs bring innovaTive new Tools To Harvard’s classrooms
 by JenniFer doody
they still rely on the time-honored 
tools of pedagogy, but an increasing number 
of Harvard teaching fellows are bringing 
new forms of technology to the classroom, 
turning students into bloggers or filmmakers 
to create new kinds of assignments, intensify 
classroom discussions, and build community. 

Louis Epstein, a G5 PhD candidate in 
music, is a TF for First Nights, a popular 
class that examines major musical premieres 
in history. “The goals are to get students 
to listen closely and critically, and to write 
about the music. I decided to ask students to 
create blogs and post their responses online,” 
Epstein says. “They are required to post at 

least one paragraph, once a week. Students 
can cite their experience of hearing the 
music in different ways than they can in the 
classroom: they can include images, audio 
excerpts, and YouTube clips to discuss the 
piece. My hope was to create a community 
of listeners who not only had their own ex-
perience listening to music, but also learned 
through others’ experience as well.”

One of the benefits of the student blogs is 
the development of a stronger class com-
munity and a richer learning experience. 
“I’ve asked the students to comment on each 
other’s blogs, and a lot of the comments 

continued on page 10

High marks for 
PhD programs
in core disciplines and across the 
spectrum, GSAS Phd programs 
received high marks in the 
national research council’s long-
awaited Assessment of research-
doctoral Programs, released in 
September.

the report, containing 
both a rating and a ranking of 
4,838 programs in 62 fields at 
212 institutions, shows that in 
the fundamental disciplines, 
“harvard’s Phd programs are 
remarkably strong, vibrant, and 
successful,” says dean Allan 
Brandt. especially impressive, 
though, is the breadth of 
excellence revealed by the 
evaluation, Brandt says. ninety 
percent of harvard programs 
are in the highest tier of the 
national research council 
(nrc) rankings, and more than 
half are the very highest ranked 
in the country.

the nrc, an arm of the 
national Academies, conducts a 
comprehensive survey of doctoral 
programs every ten years or so; 
the last was in 1995. unlike many 
other national rankings, “the nrc 
report is the result of a considered 
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The information students 
will provide is nonbinding, for 
planning purposes only, and 
will not affect the shopping pe-
riod or registration. “We hope 
and anticipate, however, that 
Pre-Term Planning will make 
the first few weeks of the term 
go more smoothly for you and 
your instructors,” Brandt wrote. 
“We strongly encourage you to 
participate.”

For more information see 
http://ptp.fas.harvard.edu.

November Degrees:  
Congrats! stay in Touch
Congratulations on earning your 
graduate degree, and welcome 
to the ranks of GSAS alumni! 
Please stay in touch with the 
Registrar’s Office and the GSAS 
Office of Publications and 
Alumni Relations to be sure we 
have your up-to-date mailing 
and electronic addresses. In April 
2011, the Alumni Relations 
Office will mail you a packet of 
information about Commence-
ment festivities, to be held on 
May 26. In order to obtain your 
regalia and tickets to events, it is 
extremely important that you re-
spond within the deadlines stated 
in this packet.

Since the end of May is an 
extraordinarily busy and crowd-
ed time in Harvard Square, it is 
wise for your friends and family 
members to make reservations 
for lodging in the area as early 
as possible.

Coping with Flu season
Seasonal flu vaccination clinics 
will be held at HuHs in Holy-
oke Center on mondays and 
Tuesdays from noon to 3 p.m. 
through January.

Clinics are free and open to 
all walk-in patients with a Har-
vard ID or HUGHP insurance 
card. The CDC recommends 
an annual influenza vaccina-
tion for all people over six 
months of age. The 2010-2011 
seasonal vaccine will contain 
an H1N1, Influenza A H3N2, 
and Influenza B strain; only 
one immunization is needed 
this flu season. 

 
Teaching english to Non-
Native speakers  
The Institute for English Lan-
guage Programs in the Division 
of Continuing Education, 
in collaboration with GSAS, 
will offer a program for GSAS 
students leading to a Cer-
tificate in Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages 
(CITESOL) in spring of 2011.

The program will take 
15 months to complete and 
requires knowledge of lin-
guistics and the history of the 

English language. It includes 
directed reading and research 
in applied linguistics as well 
as a practicum in teaching 
English to speakers of other 
languages. To be eligible for 
admission, candidates must 
have passed their general 
exams and must continue 
their doctoral studies while 
completing the requirements 
for the certificate. 

For further information, 
please contact Dr. Lilith Haynes, 
Assistant Dean, 495-2947.

Academic Calendar
n Tuesday, November 2. Last 
day to drop a course. After 
this date a petition to with-
draw must be completed and 
returned to the GSAS Student 
Affairs office, Holyoke Center. 

n Thursday, November 11. 
Veterans’ Day holiday. 

n monday, November 29.  
Applications due at the Regis-
trar’s Office for March degrees.  
Last day upon which March 
degree candidates may submit 
a completed and signed appli-
cation for a secondary field. 

A leg up on spring
Students in the Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences (FAS) can 
look forward to less shuffling 
between classrooms, more 
books on the shelf at the Coop, 
and a better experience in 
section next spring, thanks to a 
new pre-term planning (PTP) 
initiative that will remain in 
effect until December 2.

Under the initiative, G1s 
and G2s in the Graduate 
School — along with Harvard 
College undergraduates — will 
have the opportunity to identify 
courses they are thinking of 
taking next spring. By using the 
PTP tool that the Office of the 
Registrar has created, students 
can more effectively find the 
courses they’re interested 
in and then talk with their 
advisors about which offerings 
would benefit their course of 
study. “We hope that the plan-
ning process will fuel produc-
tive conversations between 
you and your advisors,” wrote 
GSAS Dean Allan Brandt 
in a letter to students in late 
September. “And we expect 
that it will enhance the quality 
of your educational program, 
and indeed of offerings across 
the College and the Graduate 
School, by allowing us to make 
preliminary teaching fellow 
assignments, allocate sections 
more efficiently, make prelimi-
nary room assignments, and 
order course materials.”

news from sTudenT aFFairs

Garth mcCavana,  
dean for student affairs
rise shepsle,  
assistant dean of  
student affairs

Holyoke Center 350
e-mail studaff@fas.harvard.edu
phone 617.495.1814
web  www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/academic_life.php

supportive resources
CoNTACT  ellen Fox
Director of GSAS  
Student Services
efox@fas.harvard.edu
 617-495-5005

harvard offers many resources for GSAS students, from 
the array of activities at dudley house to the many student 
organizations; from the wide range of groups and work-
shops at the Bureau of Study counsel and Mental health 
Services to the wide diversity of harvard chaplains. in my 
role as director of Student Services, i am available to help 
you explore these and other resources and discuss in con-
fidence any academic or personal concerns. i invite you to 
make an appointment.



advice available in the online 
publication Scholarly Pursuits. 
And you can make an appoint-
ment to get advice on proposal 
drafts from Cynthia Verba by 
phoning 495-1814.  

Professional Development 
series
n Publishing seminar
All interested GSAS students are 
invited to attend a publishing 
seminar on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 9, at 4 p.m., in the Dudley 
House Common Room. (The 
seminar is part of the OCS/
GSAS professional development 
series “Becoming Faculty.”) 
The session is aimed at graduate 
students who will be consider-
ing their first submission of an 
article or a book manuscript 
for publication. Speakers will 
include a representative from 
Harvard University Press, as well 
as graduate students who have 
published. 

n Dissertation strategies 
seminar
This session, entitled “The 
Dissertation: Strategies for 
Getting from Beginning to End 
of the Process,” will be held 
on Thursday, December 2, at 
4 p.m., in the Dudley House 
Common Room. It will be 
geared toward students in the 
humanities and social sciences, 
and speakers will provide tips 
for proceeding through the 
various stages, from choosing 
a topic, through the writing 
stage, and completion. 

The Growing significance of 
Postdoctoral Fellowships
An overflowing crowd attended 
the September 30 panel discus-
sion “Applying for Postdoc-
toral Fellowships.” The speak-
ers, representing fields in the 
humanities, social sciences, and 
natural sciences, shared many 
valuable insights about making a 
successful application. Through-
out the discussion, there was a 
distinction drawn between the 
formal aspects of the process 
and the more informal, such as 
networking and doing thorough 
fact-finding about the specific 
granting agencies of interest — 
looking at trends in past winners, 
researching board members or 
lab members and their interests 
and publications, and the like. 

While the postdoctoral path 
has traditionally been standard 
in the natural sciences, it has be-
come an increasingly important 
outlet in the humanities and so-
cial sciences. For example, in the 
most recent pool of humanities 
PhDs, 25% took postdoctoral 
positions, compared with 16% in 
the preceding year’s pool. This 
increase is a reflection of the 
emergence of a growing number 
of new postdoctoral opportuni-
ties in the humanities and social 
sciences. They are now recog-
nized as a valuable stepping-
stone into an academic career in 
those disciplines.

For students looking into 
postdoctoral opportunities, 
the GSAS Fellowships Office 
website has a postdoctoral fellow-
ships guide; there is also written 
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news from FellowsHips

Cynthia verba  
director of fellowships

 Holyoke Center 350
phone 617.495.1814
web www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/ 
fellowships_office.php

January@GSaS

www.gsas.harvard.edu/january
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11 It’s January @ Gsas. 
no GradInG, 
no teachInG.  
a tIme to recharGe  
and look ahead.  

For two weeks in January,  
polish up your portfolio,  
learn new skills, make new 
connections, hit the slopes, 
or relax at Dudley House. 

❆ ❆ ❆ ❆
January@GSaS —  
seminars, workshops, 
and recreational  
opportunities to  
help you make  
the most of  
the winter  
break. 



Dudley House
the Graduate Student center
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James m. Hogle, master
jhogle@hms.harvard.edu
Doreen m. Hogle, c0-master
doreen.hogle@hbsr.edu
susan Zawalich,  
administrator
zawalich@fas.harvard.edu
Chad Conlan, staff assistant
dudhouse@fas.harvard.edu

Dudley House
phone 617.495.2255
fax 617.496.5459
web www.dudley.harvard.edu
hours monday-Friday 9am-11pm
saturday-sunday 4-10pm

ouTiNGs

boston Celtics vs. milwaukee bucks
Wednesday, November 3, 8 p.m. Watch 17-
time world champions Boston Celtics play the 
Milwaukee Bucks. See how new acquisition, 
all-star center Shaquille O’Neal, fits into an al-
ready star-studded team. Check in the House 
office to see if there are any tickets left.

La Bayadere  
Friday, November 5, 8 p.m. The Boston Ballet 
dances the exquisite La Bayadere at the newly 
renovated Boston Opera House this fall. Cost: 
$28. Dudley members may bring a guest. 
Check the House office to see if any tickets are 
still available.

The Nutcracker  
Thursday, December 2, 7:30 p.m. Enjoy this 
beloved Christmas classic, and join Clara on 
her journey through an enchanted winter 
wonderland to a palace of sugary confections. 
Artistic Director Mikko Nissinen’s Nutcracker 
features the entire Boston Ballet and close to 300 

children from Boston Ballet School. Cost: $38. 
Dudley House members may bring one guest.

DuDley ClAssiC Films

Most films are on Friday evenings on the big-
screen TV in the Graduate Student Lounge.  
Everyone welcome.

Katharine Hepburn Partnerships:   
bogart and Tracy
November 19
6 p.m.  The African Queen (1951) 105 min. 
Katharine Hepburn is a rigid spinster, Hum-
phrey Bogart a drunken riverboat driver.  In 
an emergency they are thrown together on a 
torturous journey. Bogart won his Oscar for 
this performance.

8 p.m.  Pat and Mike (1956) 95 min. Katharine 
Hepburn is an academic and “a lady athlete,” 
Spencer Tracy is a wise cracking promoter…
an unlikely team, but they make it work. One 
of the most entertaining films made by this 
great movie team.

Know it All
For up-to-the-minute news  

about dudley House events and 
gatherings, subscribe to the  

dudley e-mail list! you can find it 
at www.dudley.harvard.edu.
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House Administrator 
susan Zawalich, in 

her element.



Dudley House
the Graduate Student center

noveMBer 2010   i   GSAS Bulletin      5

The Sound of Music
December 10, 6 p.m. Our annual classic: Crisp 
apple strudel, Julie Andrews, Captain von 
Trapp, nuns, Nazis, Alps, a scheming baron-
ess…and all those children!

                                        
iNTelleCTuAl/CulTurAl eveNTs

 
Cooking Class – Chinese Dim sum
monday, November 22, 7 p.m., Private Dining 
Room. Who hasn’t spent a lazy morning in their 
favorite Chinese restaurant, sipping tea and feast-
ing on the innumerable assortment of delicacies 
that make up Chinese dim sum? Learn to make 
it yourself at Dudley House! You’ll not only learn 
how to prepare delicious Chinese dim sum but also 
have the chance to taste some real Chinese snacks. 
Check at House Office for tickets ($5 each).

movie Night: Buena Vista Social Club
Wednesday, November 10, 7 p.m., Graduate 
Student Lounge. This 1999 documentary film 
showcases Ry Cooder’s brilliant band of Cuban 
musicians, many of whom were performing 
in the U.S. for the first time in many years. 
Nominated for an Academy Award for Best 
Documentary.

Wine Tasting Class
Friday, November 12, 7 p.m., Common Room. 
Have trouble telling your Cabernet Sauvignon 
from your Chardonnay? Or are you a certified 
oenophile who wants to find the perfect cheese to 
go with that vintage Rioja? Join Dudley House for 
our second wine-tasting class of the year! Tickets: 
$15 for Dudley House members and their guests. 
Seating is limited. Check House Office for tickets.

bhangra Dance Party
Friday, November 5, 9 p.m., Common Room. 
You’ve seen it in movies, watched it at wed-
dings, and wished you knew how to dance it 
every time you hear that Jay-Z song.  Now is 
your chance to let loose your inner Panjabi!  
Free lessons will be provided at the beginning 
of the event from a bhangra expert. After the 
lessons, we’ll have bhangra beats brought in 
fresh from the Panjab and the UK. 

Knitting Group 
Tuesdays, 7:30-10 p.m. Café Gato Rojo. If you 
want to learn how to knit, or to join a friendly 
group of social knitters (and crocheters, spin-
ners, etc.), join us at the Café Gato Rojo for 
company, conversation, and crafting! Contact 
Katie Rose (kmrose@fas.harvard.edu).

learn to Knit, learn to Crochet
Tuesday, November 2, 6:15-7:15 p.m., Dudley 
Fireside Room. Learn a new skill and help make 
a difference in the lives of Boston’s homeless 
population. The Pine Street Inn’s fourth annual 
Knit-A-Thon is collecting 9" squares to make 
afghans for the Supportive Housing Program 
from now until November 6. Contact Katie Rose 
(kmrose@fas.harvard.edu).

Knit-A-Thon 
sunday, November 7
MA State House,  Meet at Dudley at 10:30 a.m.
Dudley knitters are making 9" squares to 
donate, and we’ll be joining them all together 
with hundreds of other squares, donated from 
all across New England. Come be a part of 
this great event. Contact Katie Rose (kmrose@
fas.harvard.edu). 

                                            Dudley’s 
 Winter   Formal

Saturday, december 4 

don we now our fineSt wintry faShionS — 
’tiS the SeaSon for dudley houSe’S annual formal! 

dance leSSon: 8:30
Party and dance: 9:30 
ticketS: $10 at the houSe office; 
$15 at the door

❆ ❆
❆

❆
❆

❆



Harvard museum visits
n Peabody museum
Friday, November 5, 3 p.m.  Join us as we view 
a new exhibit, “Translating Encounters: Travel 
and Transformation in the Early 17th Cen-
tury,” which broadly explores global mobility, 
encounter, and exchange in colonial encoun-
ters among peoples of Europe, Africa, and the 
Americas. Free with Harvard ID. Meet on the 
Dudley steps at 3 p.m. Contact Ivanna (iyi@
fas.harvard.edu).

n sackler museum
Wednesday, November 10, 3 p.m. Join us 
for an afternoon of Indian epic storytelling! 
Surabhi Shah and Mesma Belsare perform the 
Ramayana, integrating classical Indian dance 
to enact the lives of characters from the story. 
Free with a Harvard ID. Meet at 2:30 p.m. on 
the Dudley steps. Contact Ivanna (iyi@fas.
harvard.edu). 

Theatre events
n Day Trip to New Haven
saturday, November 6. Visit local art muse-
ums and attend the Yale Repertory Theatre’s 
production of Edward Albee’s Pulitzer-Prize 
winning A Delicate Balance. Contact Cynthia 
(cbrowne82@gmail.com) for tickets/informa-
tion.

n The Balcony, loeb mainstage
Friday, November 19. See Jean Genet’s existen-
tial masterpiece The Balcony. Student tickets for 
$8 can be purchased at the Harvard Box office 
in the Holyoke Arcade and at the Loeb Drama 
Center. Meet at 7:45 p.m. in the lobby of the 
Loeb Drama Center on Brattle Street. Contact 
Cynthia (cbrowne82@gmail.com).

n The Blue Flower, American repertory Theater
saturday, December 4, 2 p.m. Fusing the 
sounds of Weimar cabaret and country-western 
music, The Blue Flower takes us on a journey 
from Belle Epoque Paris to the World War I 
battlefields. Contact Charlie (marcrum@fas.
harvard.edu).

music events
n A Concert of iranian music
sunday, November 21, 8 p.m., John Knowles 
Paine Concert Hall. Blodgett distinguished 
artist Bahman Panahi. Free and open to the 

Dudley House language Tables
For everyone out there who speaks a language 
(or two or three) - language tables are a great, 
informal way to practice a new language or 
converse in your mother tongue with students 
and native speakers alike. Tables meet weekly, 
cost nothing to participate, and are a fantastic 
way to meet new people, all while getting a 
linguistic workout! For more information, visit 
the Dudley House website or e-mail Katie 
Rose (kmrose@fas.harvard.edu).

DuDley ArTs

Art Classes
The Dudley drawing and painting class meets 
on saturdays, 2-4:30 p.m., in the Dudley 
House Private Dining Room. Class size is lim-
ited to 15 students. The current session is full, 
but contact Ivanna Yi (iyi@fas.harvard.edu) 
to be placed on a waiting list for the following 
6-week session, beginning on January 29. $30 
plus cost of materials.

swing Dance
Swing dance lessons are held every monday 
evening, from 7-8:30 p.m., at the Northwest Lab 
Cafe. Beginners welcome, no partner necessary. 
Contact Jean Anne at currivan@physics.harvard.
edu or Cynthia at cbrowne82@gmail.com.
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dudley House

Harvard-MIT 

80s 
ParTy

saturday November 13, 9–12:30 p.m., Dudley House 
do you remember when stonewash was cool? when shoulder pads 
were in? when pastels and neons were worn side by side?  come 
relive the joys of 80s fashion! free entry. Snacks provided. harvard 
GSAS or Mit id required; proper id for alcohol ($2/drink).  
Contact 
dudley.social@gmail.com.
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public; no tickets required. We will meet on 
the Dudley steps at 7:30 p.m. to walk over to-
gether. Contact Ivanna (iyi@fas.harvard.edu). 

n beethoven Quartets
Wednesday, December 1, 8 p.m. John Knowles 
Paine Concert Hall. The Chiara Quartet, 
Blodgett Artists-in-Residence at Harvard, per-
forms the fifth concert of its Beethoven Cycle: 
Quartets Op. 74 in E-flat Major, Op. 18 No. 
2 in G Major, and Op. 131 in C-sharp Minor. 
The concert is free but tickets are required, 
available beginning November 18 at the Har-
vard Box Office in Holyoke Center. We will 
meet at 7:30 p.m. in front of John Knowles 
Paine Concert Hall. Contact Ivanna (iyi@fas.
harvard.edu). 

musiC AT DuDley House

Dudley music: in Concert this Fall! 
Mark your calendars! Free admission to all 
performances. 
orchestra:  saturday, November 20, 8 p.m., 
Paine Hall. Prokofiev’s Lieutenant Kije Suite, 
First Violin Concerto of Bruch (with Sandy 
Cameron, a young violinist with amazing 
technique and musicality); and the Symphony 
Fantastique by Berlioz.
World music ensemble: saturday, December 
11, 8 p.m., Main Dining Room
Chorus: sunday, December 12, 8 p.m., Main 
Dining Room
Jazz band:  Friday, December 17, 8 p.m., Paine 
Hall. Performing a centennial tribute to com-
poser Mary Lou Williams.

DuDley PubliC serviCe

Thanksgiving elderly visit
Thursday, November 25. We will continue 
our tradition of teaming up with Boston’s 
Little Brothers/ Friends of the Elderly to 
visit senior citizens who would otherwise 
be alone on Thanksgiving. We will meet at 
Dudley House at 9:30 a.m. the morning of 
Thanksgiving, November 25, before head-
ing to a Boston area nursing home. This 
is a great chance to meet fellow graduate 
students and to spread happiness over the 
holiday. RSVP is required, so please e-mail 
us for more information at dudleypublicser-
vice@gmail.com.

seeking volunteer opportunities?
Remember, the Dudley House public service 
fellows can help you find volunteer opportuni-
ties that suit your unique schedule and inter-
ests. To use our volunteer placement service 
or to sign up for our mailing list please e-mail 
dudleypublicservice@gmail.com.

DuDley liTerAry ProGrAm

book Club
monday, November 29, at 7 p.m., Fireside 
Room. Feeling like you’ve been neglecting 
your extracurricular reading? We continue our 
graphic novel series in November with Maus, 
the canonical work by Art Spiegelman. We’ll 
meet and enjoy a discussion over some light 
refreshments. Copies of the selected book will be 
available three weeks in advance for pick-up in 
the House Office. If you attend the meeting you 
can keep the copy of the book for free. A refund-
able deposit of $10 will be requested. Contact 
dudley_literary@yahoo.com.

Writer’s Workshop
Thursdays, November 4 and 18, 7–9 p.m., 
Fireside Room. If you’re looking to break 
free of the grind of academic writing, check 
out the Dudley House Writer’s Workshop, a 
great forum for House members to converse, 
mingle, and collaborate in the writing process. 
The last meeting of the semester will take 
place on December 2, same time and place. 
Bring copies of whatever you’re currently 
working on (poetry, essay, fiction, drama . . .) 
for the workshop to discuss. Contact dudley_
literary@yahoo.com.

Writing bootcamp
saturday and sunday, November 6–7 and 
20–21, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Need a weekend 
dedicated to your dissertation or finishing 
an article? Join us for a writing bootcamp as 
the semester draws to its deadline-heralding 
close. We provide a quiet setting, breakfast and 
lunch, caffeine, and the opportunity to consult 
the GSAS writing tutor. The cost of the event 
is $20. To encourage participants to make a 
commitment to the weekend, we will charge 
an additional $20 deposit, which will be 
returned in full to those who attend both days. 
Sign up in the House Office; students at the 
Longwood Campus may register by contact-

movie Nights 
in the Graduate 
student lounge 

Hotel Rwanda
Thursday, November 4, 7 p.m., 
Amid the holocaust of tribal 
fighting in rwanda that sees the 
savage butchering of hundreds 
of thousands of people, one 
ordinary hotel manager (oscar 
nominee don cheadle) musters 
the courage to save more than 
1,000 helpless refugees. 

Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind
Friday, November 12, 7 p.m., 
After learning that his ex-girl-
friend, clementine Kruczynski 
(Kate winslet), has undergone an 
experimental medical process to 
purge all memories of him, mild-
mannered Joel Barish (Jim car-
rey) opts for the same procedure. 
this quirky comedy won an oscar 
for Best original Screenplay.

Waltz With Bashir
monday, November 15, 7 p.m., 
director Ari folman employs 
vivid black-and-white animation 
in this Golden Globe-winning film, 
exploring the memory gaps in 
his life during his service for the 
israeli army in the lebanese war 
of the early 1980s.

Preview:  
Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hollows, Part 1
Thursday, November 18. Join us 
the night before the film opens at 
a special screening at the harvard 
Square theatre.  watch dudley e-
mails and posters for information 
about tickets once details are set!



DuDley ATHleTiCs 

Intramural sports season is in full swing! Visit 
godudley.webhop.org for information about 
how to get involved with intramural flag 
football, soccer, tennis, ultimate frisbee, and 
volleyball. Players of all experience levels are 
welcome. 

Game room Nights
Thursday, November 18, 7 p.m., Game Room. 
The Dudley House Game Room Nights 
continue. Come hang out with friends and 
use the Dudley pool tables, ping-pong table, 
assorted board games, and of course, the Wii, 
including Rock Band.

soCiAl eveNTs

Faculty-student Dinner
Thursday, November 18, reception 5:30 p.m. 
(Graduate Student Lounge); Dinner 6 p.m. 
(Common Room). Check House Office for 
ticket availability. 

Winter Formal
saturday December 4, dance lesson at 8:30 
p.m., dance and party 9:30 p.m.–12:30 a.m. 
Celebrate the end of classes at the Dudley 
House Winter Formal. See the House trans-
formed into a winter wonderland and your 
fellow grad students dressed to impress. Live 
music by the Dudley House Orchestra. Tick-
ets (the price includes hors d’oeuvres, desserts, 
and drinks) are on sale at the Dudley House 
Office starting November 22 for $10; $15 at 
the door. Open to Dudley House members 
and their guests. Proper ID for alcohol. Con-
tact dudley.social@gmail.com.

ing the House at 617-495-2255. December’s 
bootcamp is Saturday and Sunday, December 
4–5 in the Gato Rojo. Contact dudley_liter-
ary@yahoo.com.

The Dudley Review
The Dudley Review is an annual collection 
of intellectual and artistic contributions 
of Dudley House members and the wider 
Harvard graduate community. We invite your 
submissions of book reviews, essays, poetry, 
short fiction, creative nonfiction, and visual art 
for Volume 17, to be published in the spring; 
please see our website for details about sub-
mitting and about entering our prize contest. 
(www.harvarddudleyreview.org).

Call for board members: Get some firsthand 
experience editing for a cultural magazine! 
Come be a reader for the Review and get your 
name published in our magazine! Write to 
contact@harvarddudleyreview.org.

visit to Houghton library
Wednesday, November 10, 5–6:30 p.m. Come 
to a showing of the treasures of Harvard’s rare 
book library and discover more about this 
amazing resource. We will be looking up close 
at books hand-selected from a range of periods 
and disciplines (literature, science, history, 
art). Contact Mary and Florin at  
dudley_literary@yahoo.com.

 
special literary event: An evening with 
Author Pola oloixarac
monday, November 22, 6 p.m., Fireside 
Room. Pola Oloixarac is an Argentinian fiction 
writer, translator, essayist, and blogger. Her 
first novel, Las teorias salvajes (Wild Theories) 
was published in 2008 and is forthcoming in 
French, Dutch, and Portuguese translations. 
Her articles and essays on culture and technol-
ogy have appeared in journals and magazines 
such as Radar, Etiqueta Negra, and Brando. 
Her blog can be found at: melpomenemag.
blogspot.com.

Her work conjures the media-saturated 
world we live in, in an original, erudite 
voice, attracting the attention of academ-
ics, literary critics, pundits, and bloggers. 
This event is organized in collaboration 
with Clara Masnatta, graduate student in 
comparative literature. 
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dudley House

Café Gato 
Rojo

Dudley House, 
lower level

monday-Thursday    
8 a.m.- 10 p.m.

Friday, 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.

THe
 besT-KePT 
seCreT 
iN HArvArD

 yArD
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mnovember

2 Tuesday
learn to crochet
Fireside room 6:15 p.m.

world music ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

dudley chorus
common room 7 p.m.

Knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

3 Wednesday
graduate student council 
meeting
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

dudley Jazz band  
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

outing to celtics game
boston

4 Thursday
movie: Hotel rwanda
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

writers’ workshop
Fireside room 7 p.m.

5 Friday
outing to Harvard  
peabody museum
leave dudley 3 p.m.

outing to boston ballet 
leave dudley Tba

bhangra dance party
common room 9 p.m.

6 saturday
day Trip to new Haven
leave dudley 8 a.m. 

writing boot camp
café gato rojo 9 a.m.

art class
private dining room 2 p.m.

bay colony brass concert
main dining room 8 p.m.

7 sunday
writing boot camp
café gato rojo 9 a.m.

Knit-a-Thon
leave dudley 11 a.m.

dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
paine Hall 6:30 p.m.

8 monday
swing dance class
northwest lab building 
7 p.m.

9 Tuesday
publishing seminar
common room 4 p.m.

world music ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

Knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

10 Wednesday
indian story Telling at 
peabody museum
leave dudley 2:30 p.m.

visit to Houghton library
5 p.m.

dudley Jazz band  
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

movie: Buena Vista  
Social Club
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

11  Thursday
veterans’ day Holiday
dudley House closed

12 Friday
movie: Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind
graduate student council 
7 p.m.

wine Tasting
common room 7 p.m.

13 saturday
art class
private dining room 2 p.m.

Harvard/miT 80s party
main dining room  
8:30 p.m.

14 sunday
dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
paine Hall 6:30 p.m.

15 monday
movie: with bashir
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

swing dance class
northwest lab building 
7 p.m.

16 Tuesday
world music ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

Knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

17 Wednesday
dudley Jazz band  
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

18 Thursday
movie outing:  Harry 
Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows, Part 1
Harvard square Theatre, 
time Tbd

Faculty/student dinner
reception: graduate 
student lounge, 5:30 p.m. 
dinner:  common room, 
6 p.m.

writers’ workshop
Fireside room 7 p.m.

game room night
7:30 p.m.

19 Friday
dudley classic Films:   
Hepburn, bogart, and 
Tracy
6 p.m. The African Queen
8 p.m. Pat and Mike
graduate student lounge

dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
common room 6 p.m.

outing to arT’s  
The Balcony 
leave dudley Tba

20 saturday
writing boot camp
café gato rojo 9 a.m.

art class
private dining room 2 p.m.

dudley orchestra concert
paine Hall 8 p.m.

21 sunday
writing boot camp
café gato rojo 9 a.m.

music outing: bahman 
panahi
paine Hall 8 p.m.

22 monday
chinese dim sum class
private dining room 7 p.m.

an evening with writer 
pola oloixarac
Fireside room 7 p.m.

swing dance class
northwest lab building 
7 p.m.

 
 

23 Tuesday
world music ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

Knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

24 Wednesday
dudley Jazz band   
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

25 Thursday
Thanksgiving elderly visit
leave dudley at 9:30 a.m.

25 Thursday – 28 sunday
Thanksgiving recess
dudley House closed

28 sunday
dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
main dining room  
6:30 p.m.

29 monday
book club
Fireside room 7 p.m.

swing dance class
northwest lab 7 p.m.

30 Tuesday
world music ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

Knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.
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are very insightful and respectful. As a 
result, we have a more dynamic interac-
tion among the students, not only online 
but in the classroom as well,” Epstein 
says. “Students are not only more likely to 
speak up in class, but they are also learning 
more about music through reading other 
students’ listening experiences.” 

Terry Aladjem, interim director of 
the Derek Bok Center for Teaching and 
Learning, says TFs such as Epstein are 
broadening the scope of learning at Har-
vard. “Incorporating technology into the 
classroom isn’t necessarily something we 
prefer over more traditional methods. But if 
the tools are used well, students will learn 
well,” Aladjem says. “Technology can be 
used to facilitate rigorous and serious study, 
too. Speaking and writing assignments 
aren’t going away; using technology in the 
classroom can augment them with new 
ways of communicating ideas and develop-
ing student interaction.”

“Graduate students are in many ways 
leading our faculty when it comes to adopt-
ing innovative pedagogical and communi-
ty-building technologies,” says GSAS Dean 
Allan Brandt. “Many of these tools are 
self-developed or customized by the gradu-
ate students who use them, and it’s very 
impressive to see that energy and creativity. 
It reminds me again of just how dedicated 
our graduate student teachers are.”

Students in Harvard’s Introductory 
Statistics course “are required to complete 
three iMovie projects related to statistical 
concepts,” says G4 teaching fellow Victoria 
Liublinska. “We provide tutorials and 
resources so they know how to develop the 

project, and they can choose from a list of 
topics. Their assignment is to develop an 
iMovie that will explain that concept to a 
non-statistical audience.”

While the project might seem purely 
fun, Liublinksa stresses that it demands 
that students engage with the material in 
meaningful ways. “We’re clear that students 
must come up with coherent, relevant ex-
amples,” Liublinksa says. “They have a lot 
of fun because there’s a lot of creativity, but 
we’ve taken steps to refine the assignment 
and make it concrete and specific.”

When developing such assignments and 
communicating the requirements, “the key 
is good coaching,” says Marlon Kuzmick, 
associate director of the Bok Center.  “What’s 
true for writing a strong paper is true for other 
forms of media. You need a strong thesis 
and argument, a basic structure, and solid 
research. Creativity must be stitched to the 
course content: the goal isn’t simply to enter-
tain, but to think about the course’s ideas in 
an engaging way.”

 Kari Lock, a fifth-year student who is 
also in Statistics, has introduced “clickers” — 
portable, handheld devices — into Empirical 
and Mathematical Reasoning 16 (“Real-Life 
Statistics,” formerly known as Stat 105). Stu-
dents are prompted with a multiple-choice 

question in class, and they must immediately 
choose an answer on their clickers, encourag-
ing not only class attendance but active par-
ticipation. “Students have a tendency to zone 
out during class or play on their laptop,” Lock 
says. “The possibility that a clicker question 
could come at any moment keeps students 
paying attention.”

Lock also finds that the clickers help to 
stimulate class discussion. “Often we have the 
students click in and then, without displaying 
the correct answer, we discuss their answers. 
So first it forces students to think about it, to 
teach each other — and everyone has some-
thing to say because they’ve already commit-
ted to an answer. It’s an easy way to prompt 
discussion, instead of asking a question and 
everyone just sits there because they have no 
motivation to answer.”

Lock, who last year received the Derek 
C. Bok Award for Excellence in Graduate 
Student Teaching, believes this technology 
can be applied across the humanities and 
social sciences. “It’s great for motivating 
student thought in any class,” she says. 
“Any question that you can phrase as a 
multiple choice question, which can be in 
any discipline, is a great way to get students 
thinking and involved.” 

continued from page 1
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and serious process that engaged our 
faculty in the work of assessing their 
own strengths and ambitions, as well as 
evaluating peer programs,” Brandt says. 

Still, all rankings have decided 
limitations; this report contains data that 
in some cases may be out of date, and the 
nrc’s methodology was complex. “But no 
matter how you slice this data, our results 
were exceptionally good,” says Brandt.

to learn more, search nrc on the GSAS 
website, www.gsas.harvard.edu. 

“Students have a tendency to zone out during class or play on 
their laptop. the possibility that a clicker question could come at 
any moment keeps students paying attention.”—Kari lock

High marks from page 1
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news from THe boK cenTer

Derek bok Center for Teaching and learning
science Center 318
phone 617.495.4869  
e-mail  bokcenter@fas.harvard.edu
web  bokcenter.harvard.edu

Putting Pedagogical Theory into Practice
Representing twenty departments, Harvard’s 
Departmental Teaching Fellows work to sup-
port Harvard’s TFs with workshops, one-on-
one consultations, pedagogy practica, and a 
variety of other programs. 

This year, the DTFs will also be work-
ing with the Bok Center to disseminate ideas 
drawn from recent research on teaching and 
learning, with the goal of enhancing the teach-
ing that takes place in Harvard’s classrooms 
by putting pedagogical theory into practice. 
They will form three working groups that will 
investigate multimedia across the curriculum, 
teaching across disciplines, and the relation-
ship between research on cognitive science 
and the learning process.

By the end of the year, these three work-
ing groups will produce texts, videos, and 
workshops that will deliver the results of their 
research to Harvard’s community of teachers. 
For more information on these working groups 
and the DTF program as a whole, visit the 
Bok Center website.

2010–2011 Departmental Teaching Fellows
African and African American studies: 
lisanne norman
Anthropology: Marta Sobur
Classics: Anita nikkanen
Comperative literature: Stephanie frampton
english and American literature and  
language: Josh rothman
Government: elina treyger 
History: Abigail Krasner Balbale
History of science: Mariel wolfson
linguistics: hazel Pearson
mCb: natalie nannas
music: louis epstein
Near eastern languages and Civilizations: 
dan Sheffield
Philosophy: tom fehse 
Physics: Jason dowd 
Psychology: chuck houston
study of religion: Michael Allen 
school of engineering and  
Applied science: Jason waterman
sociology: oana dan
statistics: victoria liublinska 
visual and environmental studios  
(studio art): david ingenthron

 

Tom Fehse, the  
Departmental 
Teaching Fellow for 
Philosophy, leads a 
session at the bok 
Center’s fall teaching 
conference.

Harvard Graduate 
Women in  
science and  
engineering 
Hgwise is a gsas organiza-
tion dedicated to the personal, 
academic, and professional  
development of women in sci-
ence and engineering at  
Harvard. subscribe to our  
e-mail list by writing to  
hgwise@hcs.harvard.edu. 

upcoming event
Now Presenting . . . you!
A Presentation skills  
Workshop from HGWise
offered twice: november 10 
and november 15  
1:30-4:30 p.m., dudley house 
common room  
Hgwise was inspired to offer 
this event because learning 
to deliver effective presenta-
tions is so crucial for young 
scientists. women scientists, 
in particular, can sometimes 
struggle to feel comfortable 
when speaking about (and 
defending) their work. 

so if you’re just beginning to 
develop public speaking skills, or 
if you’re an old hand at giving talks 
and looking to hone your talents, 
plan to attend our presentation 
skills workshop. 

The workshop leader is 
rosalind reid, an experienced 
science communicator and former 
executive director of the initiative in 
innovative computing. The session 
will involve good demonstration 
talks, tips for public speaking, and 
plenty of practice. 

we want this to be a really 
useful, hands-on workshop, so 
a small amount of preparation 
will be required! please contact 
sarah (sballard@cfa.harvard.
edu) for more information and 
to rsvp. please specify your 
choice of date.
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The becoming Faculty series 
Continues
OCS and GSAS are offering a 
comprehensive series of events 
to help graduate students pre-
pare for the academic job mar-
ket. Come learn from a panel of 
successfully published graduate 
students in Publishing in Books 
and Scholarly Journals, Tuesday, 
November 9, 4–5:30 p.m., in the 
Dudley House Common Room. 
Next up is Preparing for Campus 
Visits, Tuesday, November 16, 
11 a.m.–12:30 p.m., in the OCS 
Conference Room. Find out 
what to expect from your visit 
and how to prepare for your job 
talk, teaching demo, conversa-
tions with faculty and deans, and 
social gatherings.

Preparing for Nonacademic 
Careers
Don’t miss the biotech Career 
Fair, sponsored by the GSAS-

news from career services
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robin mount, edD  
director

laura 
malisheski, PhD  
assistant director, 
graduate student and 
Phd advising

Amy sanford, ms  
assistant director, 
graduate student and 
Phd advising

office of Career services
54 Dunster street
phone 617.495.2595  fax 617.496.6880  web  www.ocs.harvard.edu

Harvard Biotechnology Club, 
featuring employers with 
PhD–level opportunities from 
industries such as Biotech and 
Pharmaceuticals, Patent Law 
and Consulting. Wednesday, 
November 3, 1:00-5:00pm, in 
the New Research Building, 
77 Louis Pasteur Ave on the 
Longwood Campus.

Come to the 4th annual Global 
Health Fair, Friday Novem-
ber 5, 2:00-5:00pm at OCS, 
and meet organizations and 
companies looking for students 
to volunteer, intern or work in 
global health. Past participants 
have included: Partners in 
Health, Management Sciences 
for Health, Boston Consulting 
Group, Oxfam, Harvard Initia-
tive for Global Health (HIGH), 
and more.

OCS will offer TWo network-

ing workshops in November! 
The first emphasizes the 
strategic development of 
critical information sources 
and interpersonal connec-
tions through informational 
interviewing in building your 
Network, Wednesday, No-
vember 10, 9:30-10:30am in 
the OCS Conference Room. 
In the second workshop, The 
Networked Job search, Friday 
November 12, 10:00-11:30am 
in the OCS Conference Room, 
Paul Edelman (GSAS alumnus 
and LinkedIn guru) will focus 
on effectively using LinkedIn in 
your job search.

more Career Programs 
The Office of Career Services 
and the Harvard Foundation 
have invited distinguished 
alumni of color back to campus 
to provide insight and direction 
about beginning a career, strate-
gies for engaging in the profes-
sional world, and challenges 
that may confront profession-
als of color in the workplace. 
Attend Career Pathways to 
success, Thursday November 
4, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the OCS 
Reading Room.

branding you! Featuring Chris 
Colbert, CEO of Holland-
Mark. Tuesday, November 16, 
4–5 p.m., Harvard Hall, Room 
104. In this marketplace, it’s 
critical that you stand out and 
stand for something. Don’t miss 
this session on how to re-think 
your professional package 
and how to do it more effec-
tively. RSVP required: e-mail 
ocsrsvp@fas.harvard.edu with 
“Branding YOU” in the subject 
line.

Career information listservs
To stay informed about job op-
portunities, career workshops, 
job fairs, and other events, we 
encourage you to subscribe to 

either or both of our GSAS-
focused listservs. Go to www.
ocs.fas.harvard.edu and click on 
“For Students,” then “Join OCS 
Listservs.” 

Dossier service
Graduate students applying for 
academic jobs are encouraged 
to use this online service to 
manage their letters of recom-
mendation. To get started, go 
to www.ocs.fas.harvard.edu/
students/gsas/dossier.htm or call 
Maureen Hilton at 617-495-
2787.

Job Postings 
Many nonacademic employers 
are seeking applications spe-
cifically from GSAS students. 
Check out our NEW Crimson 
Careers job and internship 
database, updated daily.

WAlK-iN Hours AND APPoiNTmeNTs
The gsas counselors hold regular walk-in hours every 
monday from 1–4 p.m. if you have a quick question, 
please drop in for a 10–15 minute session. To schedule an 
individual appointment with one of the gsas specialists, 
please visit crimson careers at https://harvard-csm.sym-
plicity.com/students/. call ocs with questions.

In Common
Grad Student 
Peer CounSelInG
preoccupied? Have  
something on your mind? 
Just need to talk? call us. 
in common is an anony-
mous and confidential  
peer counseling hotline for 
graduate students

Call us 
sunday - Thursday, 
8 pm - 12 am
617.384.TAlK (8255)
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master your Citation Tools
harvard’s libraries offer a variety of desktop and web-based citation tools 
that allow researchers to collect, store, and manage references, research 
notes, and documents, then use that information to build bibliographies in 
any number of formats. 

“for anyone conducting research, citation tools can save hours of 
work,” says research librarian Stephen Kuehler, one of several harvard 
librarians who teach classes on the tools. “they help you organize your 
research and find resources you’ve already identified, and can dramatically 
reduce the time it takes to create bibliographies, leaving you with more time 
to devote to research and writing.” 

harvard offers four main tools to choose from: refworks, endnote, 
endnote web and zotero. deciding which to use, Kuehler says, may depend 
on the nature of your work.

refworks — a web-based citation management tool 
Since it can be accessed from any internet-connected computer, refworks 
allows you to manage your research from virtually anywhere. users can also 
publicly share references, making it ideal for collaborative projects and group 
coursework. designed to work with Microsoft word, refworks can be used to 
create a variety of bibliography styles as well as formatted footnotes.

endnote — a desktop citation management tool 
A desktop software tool that must be installed on a single computer, endnote 
offers a suite of sophisticated, flexible tools for organizing and citing references 
and creating bibliographies. with virtually unlimited capacity, endnote is the 
recommended tool for larger research projects, frequent writers, or authors 
with large reference collections.

endnote web — a web-based version of endnote 
endnote web offers users web-based reference storage and reference 
sharing, and is recommended for endnote users who need portable or 
collaborative reference storage. 

Zotero — an open-source citation Tool 
A free, open source plug-in for the firefox web browser, zotero should 
be considered for extensive web-based research projects. this tool has 
the ability to capture citation information and documents directly from 
compatible web-pages, facilitates note taking, and organizes citations and 
documents. citations can then be exported to endnote or refworks. 

for information on upcoming citation tools classes and detailed 
information on how to use each tool, consult the Citation Tools at 
Harvard site (http://isites.harvard.edu/citationtools).     

Attend an informational  
session to explore your  
options!

WHeN: 

thursday, december 9,  
4 p.m.
WHere: 

dudley house common 
room

Attend an information session 
to explore your options! A 
panel of students who cur-
rently hold these positions will 
discuss their experiences and 
offer application suggestions!

for more information, 
contact ellen fox, director  
of Student Services, at  
617-495-5005 or  
efox@fas.harvard.edu.

interested in  
resident and  
dudley Fellow  
positions for  
2011–12?

Follow 
Harvardgsas 
on Twitter 

 . . . and like us  
on Facebook! 
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Happening aT Harvard

Harvard Art museums
485 Broadway  | 617-495-9400
www.harvardartmuseums.org 
re-view (ongoing)
this survey features a selection of 
objects drawn from the collec-
tions of the fogg, Busch-reisinger, 
and Arthur M. Sackler museums, 
including western art from 
antiquity to the present as well as 
islamic and Asian art. temporary 
installations on display during 
november 2010 include heroic 
Gestes: epic tales from firdawsi’s 
Shahnama, the Art of deceit: 
looking at french trompe l’oeil, 
and Brush and ink reconsidered: 
contemporary chinese land-

Africans in black and White  
on November 15, from 2 to 5 p.m., the harvard Art Museums and the w. e. B. du Bois  
institute for African and African American research will host The image of the black in 
Western Art, a symposium examining the perception and representation of people of African 
descent in western art. it is being held in conjunction with the exhibition Africans in Black and 
White: Images of Blacks in 16th- and 17th-Century Prints, on view through december 3 at the 
du Bois institute (104 Mt. Auburn Street). the exhibition features works drawn mostly from 
the harvard Art Museums’ collections, showing the roles black Africans occupy in repre-
sentations of the adoration of the magi and the baptism of the (ethiopian) eunuch, and 
as bystanders in other biblical scenes. Both events coincide with the publication of the first 
books in the series The Image of the Black in Western Art (harvard university Press), edited  
by david Bindman and henry louis Gates Jr.

scapes (opens november 23). 
Re-View is on long-term display 
at the Arthur M. Sackler Museum 
while the Art Museums’ building 
at 32 Quincy Street is closed for 
renovation.  

The Past and the Present: brit-
ish Art of the 19th Century
september 3–November 20; No-
vember 26–January 8, 2011. draw-
ing on the harvard Art Museums’ 
impressive collection of works 
by william Blake, J. M. w. turner, 
frederic leighton, and william 
Morris, and including Pre-rapha-
elites such as edward Burne-Jones 
and dante Gabriel rossetti. 

stories: The epic Tradition
Wednesday, November 10, 3 
p.m. and 6 p.m. An exploration in 
storytelling and dance of valmiki’s 
Ramayana, by Surabhi Shah and 
Mesma Belsare. the afternoon 
session is designed for families.

 music at Harvard
Harvard Group for New music, 
with Callithumpian Consort
Saturday, november 6, 8 p.m., 
John Knowles Paine concert hall. 
free and open to the public. no 
tickets required.

 
 

blodgett Distinguished Artist 
bahman Panahi
sunday, November 21, 8 p.m. 
iranian music performed by Bah-
man Panahi. John Knowles Paine 
concert hall. free and open to the 
public. no tickets required.

Dean’s Noontime Concert
Tuesday, November 30, 12:15 p.m. 
by the chiara Quartet (Blodgett 
Quartet in residence). faculty 
room, university hall. free and 
open to the public. no tickets 
required.

Harvard Graduate 
Council
Harvard leadership Conference
November 13. the harvard Gradu-
ate council, the representative 
body for all of harvard’s graduate 
and professional students, invites 
all GSAS students to attend the 
daylong harvard leadership 
conference, at the harvard Ken-
nedy School. the conference will 
feature keynote speeches and six 
panel discussions with thought 
and action leaders from various 
sectors of society, giving students 
the opportunity to learn about 
real-world leadership challenges. 
it will also feature workshops on 
building leadership skills, network-
ing sessions, and panels with se-
nior harvard university resource 
managers. See www.harvardlead-
ershipconference.com for more 
information.

Peabody museum
11 Divinity Avenue  | 617-496-1027
www.peabody.harvard.edu
Day of the Dead (two events)
Tuesday, November 2, 3–5 p.m., 
family event. workshops, demon-
strations, crafts and dance, free 
with Museum admission; Sugar Skull 
workshop $5/skull (tickets at front 
desk). November 2, 6–8:30 p.m., 
fiesta. food, music, and altars. free, 
tickets required (available online or 
at front desk, call 617-496-1027 first 
for availability).

Art as Writing: The magic of 
egyptian Hieroglyphs
Thursday, November 18, 5:30 p.m., 
at the Yenching institute, 2 divinity 
Avenue. this illustrated lecture by 
Peter der Manuelian, Philip J. King 
Professor of egyptology at harvard, 
explores the fascinating images that 
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adorn countless tombs, temple 
walls, and papyrus documents. 
learn how scholars “cracked the 
code,” how the grammar and writing 
system functioned, and who could 
read and who couldn’t.  

Family Fun saturday
saturday, November 20,
noon–4 p.m.
what do anthropologists and ar-
chaeologists study? Join us for fun 
activities and get some answers! 
head into the galleries to explore 
the Maya. learn about their glyphs 
and murals, their use of chocolate, 
jade, and more. in the discovery 
room, enjoy hands-on artifacts 
from around the world and make 
your own take-home project. free 
with Peabody Museum admission.

 Harvard Humanities 
Center 
Barker Center | 617-495-0738
www.fas.harvard.edu/humcentr  
What Time is it There? America 
and islam at the end of the 
Xvith Century
Tuesday, November 2, 6 p.m., 
tsai Auditorium, cGiS South, 1730 
cambridge Street. A look at latin-
American history and global history 
by historian Serge Gruzinski, direc-
tor of research at l’École des haute 
Études en Sciences Sociale in Paris.

20 Questions with Charles Fried 
and Gregory Fried
Monday, november 8, 2010, 6 p.m. A 
discussion of the new book Because 
It Is Wrong: Torture, Privacy, and 
Presidential Power in the Age of 
terror. Moderated by: homi Bhabha. 
Questioners include: Jacqueline 
Bhabha, nancy cott, thomas Scan-
lon, elaine Scary, and carol Steiker. 

bureau of study Counsel
5 Linden Street | 617-495-2581 
bsc.harvard.edu   
maximizing your Approach to 
learning
Wednesday, November 3, 1–2:30 
p.m. to register, e-mail Jennifer 
Page (jpage@bsc.harvard.edu) or 
claire Shindler (cshindler@bsc.
harvard.edu).
 
Perfectionism: A Double-edged 
sword
Friday, November 5, 1–2:30 p.m. 
to register, e-mail Jennifer Page 
(jpage@bsc.harvard.edu). 

 seasons of Grief
Wednesday, December 1, 3–4:30 
p.m. this group provides students 
who have experienced a significant 
loss, whether recently or years 
ago, an opportunity to talk about 
dealing with emotions, under-
standing the grieving process, and 
finding ways to cope. to register, 
e-mail Sheila reindl (sreindl@bsc.
harvard.edu) or Sunglim Shin 
(slshin@bsc.harvard.edu).
 
exam-Taking Workshop
Tuesday, December 7, noon–1 
p.m. location to be determined.
this workshop reviews strategies 
for effective exam preparation and 
for taking exams with a minimum 
of anxiety.
 
radcliffe institute for 
Advanced study
10 Garden Street | 617-496-4640 
www.radcliffe.edu  
Fellows’ Presentation series: 
“evolutionary Perspectives of 
Childhood and the Human Ca-
pacity for Population Growth”
Wednesday, November 3, 4 p.m., 
with Karen Kramer. 
       
movie Night at the schlesinger
Who Does She Think She Is? 
(2008), directed by Pamela t. 
Boll, followed by a discussion 
with producer Michelle Seligson. 
Wednesday, November 3, 6 p.m. 
   
before (and After) roe v. Wade
Thursday, November 4, 4:15 p.m. 
2010–2011 Maurine and robert 
rothschild lecture by linda 
Greenhouse ’68, Knight distin-
guished Journalist-in-residence 
and Joseph Goldstein lecturer 
in law, Yale university, and reva 
Siegel, nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Professor of law, Yale university. 

Fellows’ Presentation series: 
“’The other side of the sky’: 
Aretha Franklin’s sonic black 
Feminism”
wednesday, november 10, 4 p.m., 
with daphne A. Brooks.

Fellows’ Presentation series: 
“interactive sketching of Archi-
tectural Designs in Context”
wednesday, november 17, 4 p.m., 
with Julie dorsey.   

by students, 
For students
coming in January, student-run  
mini-courses sponsored by the 
Graduate student Council! for two 
weeks during the winter break, venture 
beyond the confines of your program and 
cultivate new interests by taking one of 
a broad collection of classes on subjects 
designed to engage the nonspecialist. 

Part of January @ GsAs.  
See www.gsas.harvard.edu/january, or  
visit the GSc online at www.harvardgsc.
com. for more information, contact  
the GSc at harvardgsc@gmail.com.

looKiNG 
For A PlACe 

To CAll Home?
are you still in need of housing — or are you 
searching for spring term housing? 

gsas Housing services anticipates that some 
rooms will become available in the GsAs 
residence Halls during the fall or winter 
months. we have established a waiting 
list for possible room vacancies. if you are 
interested, please contact us at gsashous@
fas.harvard.edu or 495-5060, or visit dudley 
House b2. and see the gsas website (www.
gsas.harvard.edu) for an overview of res-
hall living; just search “residence halls” for 
floor plans and amenities.
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Scott Poulson-Bryant, a second-year Phd student in the history of American civilization, is a  
founding editor of Vibe magazine and the author of HUNG: A Meditation on the Measure of Black 
Men in America (doubleday, 2006) and the forthcoming novel The VIPs, due next year from Broad-
way/random house. he blogs — in multimedia — on race, gender, music, and pop culture at  
www.spbvip.wordpress.com.

we asked for answers to some of the same questions he poses to his own interview subjects on the 
blog, in a feature he calls sPb Q. 

Hometown:   rockville centre, long island (new York)

Favorite book: (fiction) Song of Solomon by toni Morrison; (nonfiction) The White Album by Joan 
didion and Nobody Knows My Name by James Baldwin.

Favorite author: See above: my holy triumverate

Favorite movie:  depending on my mood: Tootsie (dustin hoffman playing Michael dorsey playing 
dorothy Michaels = brilliance); All About Eve (best American screenplay ever produced);The Godfa-
ther Part II (the film that taught me that pulp fiction could, in fact, also be great art).

Favorite music: i’ve reached that autumnal stage of life where all my favorite music was released 
when i was 21—or younger! So: Stevie wonder’s Songs In the Key of Life or r.e.M.’s Fables of the 
Reconstruction or the Smiths’ The Queen is Dead.

Academic high: returning to Brown 17 years after dropping out, to finish my BA, then being asked to 
stay and teach for a year.

life high: in the same week in 2006, seeing my book HUNG in the window of Barnes & noble and 
then reading the great review it got in The New York Times Book Review.

Guilty pleasure: whenever i feel sort of sad or stressed out or crazy, i watch Schoolhouse Rock 
videos, and i unpack my adjectives.

    >>   A Q & A WiTH sCoTT PoulsoN-bryANT, HisTory oF AmeriCAN CiviliZATioN

scott Poulson-bryant blogs about 
pop culture, race, and gender.
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