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“Great necessities call our great virtues.”
—Abigail Adams

Humanities
2.0
Exploring thE nEw tools of a 
changing scholarly EntErprisE
By JEnnifEr DooDy

for researchers in the humanities, 
adapting to new technologies — assess-
ing their potential influence on one’s own 
research and collaborative relationships — 
opens exciting areas of possibility, even as it 
challenges traditional academic practices. 
Last fall, a student-run graduate workshop in 
the English Department navigated the fast-
changing landscape of the so-called digital 
humanities, exploring a range of new ideas 
and forms of scholarly discourse.

Supported by the Humanities Center 
at Harvard and by the Graduate School’s 
Research Workshop Program, the Thinking 
with Technology workshop sought to gener-
ate a conversation about changing modes of 
scholarship and publication. The workshop’s 
objective was not to master the technologies 
that allow for new practices like text mining 
and interactive mapping, but rather to assess 
their promise — and their limitations — for 
scholarly work in the humanities.

“The workshop evolved from humanist 
scholars, graduate students and faculty at 
Harvard, who wanted to get together to talk 
critically and productively,” says workshop 
coordinator Suparna Roychoudhury, a PhD 
candidate in English. “I myself didn’t have 
a complete picture of what the digital hu-
manities entail, and I wanted to have more 
conversations about it. We wanted to create 

continued on page 10

THe offerings: 

◗ Movie tickets
All the major chains, plus the Brattle and  
the landmark in Kendall Square. even imax 
and omni!
 

◗ Museum passes
Your harvard id grants you free admission 
to the Museum of fine Arts, icA-Boston, and 
other local museums. now you can purchase 
your companion's ticket at a discount!

thanks to a pilot program created by harvard outings & innings, GSAS students can now 
enjoy savings of up to 50 percent on tickets to movies, museums, and seasonal attractions. 
 

 ◗ ski tickets
loon, Sugarloaf, Sunday river, Killington, 
Pico, and Wachusett Mountain. on the 
weekends, take the commuter rail from 
Porter Square, and Wachusett’s shuttle will 
pick you up at the t station!
 

◗ Miscellaneous
Phone cards, massage gift certificates, 
and discounts to upcoming seasonal 
attractions!

THe deTails: 
All tickets are available for purchase and 
pick up at outings & innings, 9 holyoke 
Street. cASh onlY. A valid harvard id must 
be presented.

See www.gsas.harvard.edu/perks for 
more details and pick-up hours.
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learn how to start a graduate research 
workshop in your program. Page 10.

get out!
sEE thE sights this wintEr with DiscountED tickEts to 
MoviEs anD attractions
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birth and other major, family-
related events. 

How should i go about  
requesting this adjustment 
in my departmental g-year?
Talk with your advisor, the 
director of graduate studies in 
your department, and with your 
graduate student coordinator/
department administrator. 
Your department will make the 
adjustment to your record in the 
Student Progress Database and 
then notify GSAS of the change. 
(Note that the Registrar’s calcula-
tion of G-year begins at the time 
of a student’s admission and 
continues until graduation or 
withdrawal, including leaves and 
other absences. It is the depart-
mental G-year clock — the one 
that signals your progress to your 
department — that is adjusted in 
this accommodation.) 

is this hold offered only to 
the mother?
No. Either parent may request 
the accommodation.

must i go on leave to take 
advantage of this?
No, you don’t have to go on 
leave to request that your clock 
be held. You may decide to 
remain registered but feel 
you need additional time for 
completing academic work. 
(Note that if you are consider-
ing going on leave, you should 
consult University Health  
Services for information on 
health coverage policies for 
students on leave.)

What is expected of me 
 during this hold period?
When your department adjusts 
your G-year, it will take the 
new clock into account when 
planning your deadlines and 
assessing your degree prog-
ress. Expectations will vary 
and should be discussed and 
mutually agreed upon with your 
department and advisor. This is 
really an individual conversation 
between a student and his or 
her department. GSAS is very 
aware of this process and stays in 
touch with departments so that 
progress is well-coordinated.

What other accommodations 
can be made?
We urge you to speak with 
your department about other 
accommodations, including the 
allocation of private space for 
breastfeeding and pumping, flex-
ible scheduling, and resources 
for child care. There may be a 
variety of steps your department 
or advisor can take to help you 
meet individual goals and needs.

What if i have a second child?
You may request a second hold 
on your departmental G-year 
clock. Holds are not limited to 
a single child.
 
 
 

Why doesn’t Harvard do 
more for graduate-student 
parents? some of our peers 
offer better options for fam-
ily health coverage and more 
uniform policies around 
leaves and funding. 
GSAS is acutely aware of these 
issues. Supporting graduate-
student parents is among Dean 
Allan Brandt’s top concerns. 
Along with the entire GSAS 
Dean’s Office, he is working to 
advance these issues within the 
administrative structure of FAS 
and the University. At a time of 
continuing fiscal restraint, how-
ever, when resources for new 
initiatives are scarce, our empha-
sis now is on helping students 
meet their needs by making sure 
we are fully exploiting existing 
resources and by opening robust 
lines of communication with 
departments.

Check the GSAS website (www.
gsas.harvard.edu/handbook, 
Chapter XIV) for complete in-
formation about family support 
and benefits. 

We’re aware of the many 
complexities that parents and 
expectant parents face as they 
try to balance their lives as 
graduate students with their 
new responsibilities as parents. 
We’re aware of the potential 
obstacles to your degree prog-
ress. We want to do everything 
we can to help you navigate 
the resources and options avail-
able to you. 

Policies around parental 
support and accommodations 
for graduate-student parents 
are described on the GSAS 
website; visit www.gsas.harvard.
edu/handbook and click on 
Chapter XIV, Family Support 
and Benefits. Here is a sum-
mary, in the form of frequently 
asked questions.

What accommodations will 
gsas offer if i have a child?
Your department can hold the 
department G-clock — which 
measures your progress as a 
graduate student —  for one 
year to accommodate child-

news from stuDEnt affairs

garth mcCavana,  
dean for student affairs
rise shepsle,  
assistant dean of  
student affairs

Holyoke Center 350
e-mail studaff@fas.harvard.edu
phone 617.495.1814
web  www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/academic_life.php

resources and support for  
gsas student-Parents
The Dean’s Office occasionally receives inquiries  
from graduate students who are expecting a child 
or planning to start a family in the near future. 
These students are embarking on one of the most 
exciting and deeply fulfilling — and challenging 
— chapters of their lives. We want you to know 
that we understand, and we’re here to help. 

Professional  
deVeloPmenT

n Harvard graduate 
Women in science and 
engineering

developing your social 
network: Creating your 
online identity and using 
social media to form 
Professional interactions

In Common
Grad Student 
Peer CounSelInG
preoccupied? have  
something on your mind? 
Just need to talk? call us. 
in common is an anony-
mous and confidential  
peer counseling hotline for 
graduate students

Call us 
sunday - Thursday, 
8 pm - 12 am
617.384.TalK (8255)



time. On the other hand, it’s 
important to factor in such 
practical considerations as 
whether fieldwork will create 
hardships for you or your fam-
ily, whether there are other 
types of costs connected with 
the dissertation, and the state 
of the job market in a given 
field. The job market is per-
haps the trickiest part, since 
the market tends to be slow 
in many fields, but also shows 
fluctuation by field from one 
year to the next.

In choosing an advisor, it 
helps to realize that a single 
faculty member may not be 
able to fulfill all of your needs, 
whether intellectual or support 
needs, but that working with a 
committee may help to address 
them more fully. There was a 
strong recommendation, in this 
case, to keep in touch with all 
committee members, even if 
you have a principal advisor. 
A speaker mentioned that one 
faculty member felt he was 
being overlooked or slighted 
because the student spent more 
time with another committee 
member.

In deciding how often you 
should check in with your advi-
sor, you need to pay attention 
to your own inclinations as 
well as your advisor’s. Professor 
Verba noted that it is unlikely 
that any advisor, no matter how 
caring, is going to think about 
your dissertation as often as you 
do. So take the initiative in set-
ting up advisory appointments.

 In establishing work habits, 

all agreed that it is crucial to do 
at least some work, no matter 
how little, on a daily basis. 
There will be some days when 
you are on a high and get a lot 
done, and others, where it will 
be a stretch to write even half 
a page. The speakers agreed 
that you should not beat up on 
yourself for the bad days, but 
definitely should rejoice for the 
good days. 

The final piece of advice 
was to seek a balance between 
feeling that your dissertation 
must become the definitive 
work on your topic versus set-
tling for too little in terms of 
quality. It is important to do a 
good job, especially in a tough 
job market, but it is equally 
important to avoid being a 
perfectionist. 

The dissertation:  
strategies for success
An overflowing crowd of 
students, at different stages of 
the dissertation, came to our 
December 2 panel on surviv-
ing the dissertation, featuring 
Professor Sidney Verba and 
advanced graduate students 
and recent PhDs. 

If there was one dominant 
theme of the day, it was that 
the dissertation is a balancing 
act, in fact, several balancing 
acts, all happening at the same 
time. Every speaker empha-
sized that there were opposing 
forces pulling in opposite direc-
tions, and that none could be 
ignored.

On the broadest level, there 
is a need to learn how to main-
tain a balance between your 
personal life and professional. 
The panelists — who included 
Galena Hashhozheva (PhD 
in English), Samuel Goldman 
(PhD in Government), Jamie 
Jones (History of American 
Civilization), and Jeffrey Denis 
(Sociology) — agreed that 
work on the dissertation suf-
fers if there is no other outlet, 
whether that is family, a serious 
hobby or sport, or just plain 
hanging out.

In choosing a disserta-
tion topic, there is a need for 
balance between listening 
to your heart and listening 
to your head. All agreed that 
you must choose a topic that 
you really care about, or even 
love, since you will be staying 
with that topic for a very long 
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news from fEllowships

Cynthia Verba  
director of fellowships

 Holyoke Center 350
phone 617.495.1814
web www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_students/ 
fellowships_office.php

here to help
ConTaCT  ellen fox
Director of GSAS  
Student Services
efox@fas.harvard.edu
 617-495-5005

as director 
of student 
services, 
i act in an 
advisory 
role for 

gsas students with academic 
or personal concerns, provide 
ongoing support, and make 
referrals to other resources 
if necessary. no issue is too 
small to be discussed or too 
big to be resolved. whatever 
the concern, i am here to 
help. conversations are 
confidential. 

i invite you to make an 
appointment.  

The gsas bulletin 
is published eight times per aca-
demic year by harvard university’s 
Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences. university affiliates are 
invited to submit notices relevant 
to the GSAS community. e-mail 
bulletin@fas.harvard.edu.

next deadline:  the deadline 
for the March issue is february 1; 
the deadline for the April issue is 
March 1.

update your address:  
GSAS students should contact the 
registrar’s office at 617.495.1519 
or www.registrar.fas.harvard.edu. 
Alumni and other readers should 
send address changes to gsaa@fas 
.harvard.edu. 

gsas bulletin 
GSAS office of Publications and 
Alumni relations 
holyoke center 350
1350 Massachusetts Avenue, 
cambridge, MA 02138-3846
phone 617.495.5591
fax 617.496.5333
e-mail bulletin@fas.harvard.edu
web www.gsas.harvard.edu

margot n. gill  
administrative dean
elisabeth nuñez  
director of publications and  
alumni relations
bari Walsh  
editor
melanie deforest 
design



dudley House
the Graduate Student center
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James m. Hogle, master
jhogle@hms.harvard.edu
doreen m. Hogle, c0-master
doreen.hogle@hbsr.edu
susan Zawalich,  
administrator
zawalich@fas.harvard.edu
Chad Conlan, staff assistant
dudhouse@fas.harvard.edu

dudley House
phone 617.495.2255
fax 617.496.5459
web www.dudley.harvard.edu
hours Monday-friday 9am-11pm
saturday-sunday 4-10pm

inTelleCTual/CulTural eVenTs 

Persian Cooking night
Tuesday, february 8, 7–9 p.m. Private Dining 
Room. Check Dudley e-mail list for details.

dim sum for spring festival
sunday, february 13, leave Dudley at 11 a.m. 
Have you tried Chinese Dim Sum in Boston? 
As the Spring Festival approaches, join the 
Dudley Fellows on a trip to one of the best 
restaurants in Boston’s Chinatown, Hei La 
Moon, where you will get the chance to enjoy 
authentic Cantonese dishes. 

Wine Tasting
friday, february 25, 6–8 p.m. Have you always 
wanted to know more about wines? Are you 
concerned about getting good wines on a bud-
get? Join Dudley House for the first in a series 
of wine-tasting classes designed especially for 
graduate students on tight budgets! Please reg-
ister as early as possible at the House Office.

Winter-break Photo Contest
Whether your winter travels took you to far-away, 
exotic lands or kept you around Cambridge, 
Dudley House wants to share your experiences! 
Submit your coolest winter-break photos and 
short, creative captions, and we will put up the 
best in Dudley House for all to see! E- mail your 
photos to dudley.intellectual@gmail.com.                  

dudley arTs

gestural engineering: The sculpture of 
arthur ganson
sunday, february 20, 10 a.m., at the MIT Mu-
seum. Self-described as a cross between a me-
chanical engineer and a choreographer, Gan-
son creates contraptions composed of a range 
of materials from delicate wire to welded steel 
and concrete. Most are viewer-activated or 
powered by electric motors. All are driven by a 
wry sense of humor or a probing philosophical 
concept. Admission is free. Contact Charlie 
Marcrum (marcrum@fas.harvard.edu).

drop into 
dudley 

This spring
as the new term kicks off, we 
hope you’ll take advantage of 

all the activities and resources 
that Dudley house has to offer 

you. Best wishes for a successful 
spring term! 

Pan-Pan Jiang,  
a Phd student in 
organismic and 
evolutionary biology 
and a dudley outings 
fellow, at the Winter 
formal in december.
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Café Gato 
Rojo
dudley House, 

lower level
monday-Thursday    

8 a.m.- 10 p.m.
friday, 8 a.m.- 6 p.m.

dudley House
the Graduate Student center
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identity and the art of the middle ages  
saturday, february 26, 11 a.m. A gallery talk at 
the Arthur M. Sackler about the influence of 
Arthur Kingsley Porter, a professor of medieval 
art at Harvard between the world wars who 
was responsible for bringing much of Har-
vard’s medieval collection to Cambridge. Free 
with Harvard ID. Contact Charlie Marcrum 
(marcrum@fas.harvard.edu).

swing dance lessons, advanced beginner
Wednesdays evenings, 7:30–9 p.m. at Holden 
Chapel. Dudley House is excited to be 
continuing its popular swing dance lessons 
in the spring. The cost is $20 for a series of 
six lessons; sign up at the House Office. For 
information, contact Jean Anne Currivan at 
currivan@physics.harvard.edu.
 
Tango lessons 
Thursdays evenings, 8–10 p.m. at Northwest 
Labs. All levels of experience will be welcome, 
no partner necessary. Come shake off those 
winter chills! The cost is $40 for an eight-
week series; sign up at the House Office. 
For information, contact Cynthia Browne 
(cbrowne82@gmail.com).

drawing in the sackler galleries
Contact Ivanna Yi (iyi@fas.harvard.edu) to be 
placed on the waiting list for our next drawing 
class, which will meet Saturdays, 2–4:30 p.m., 
from March 26 to April 23. $30 plus the cost 
of materials. 

outing to a Jazz masterclass with the  
Tierney sutton band
Thursday, february 10, 7 p.m. at the New 
College Theatre, 10 Holyoke Street. Join us 
for a masterclass with the triple-Grammy-
nominated Tierney Sutton Band, comprising 
acclaimed vocalist Sutton and instrumental 
virtuosos Christian Jacob, Trey Henry, Kevin 
Axt, and Ray Brinker. Free and open to the 
public, co-sponsored by the Celebrity Series of 
Boston and Learning From Performers at the 
Office for the Arts at Harvard. We will meet 
on the Dudley steps at 6:30 p.m. to walk over. 
Contact Ivanna Yi (iyi@fas.harvard.edu).

outing to see the actors shakespeare Proj-
ect’s production of Cymbeline
sunday, february 20. Meet at 1:15 p.m. in the 
Dudley lobby to take the T to Davis Square. 
A limited number of advance student tickets 
for $15 will be on sale at the Dudley House 
Office starting February 7. Come in soon to 
reserve your spot. Contact Cynthia Browne 
(cbrowne82@gmail.com).

Contemporary Chinese landscapes 
friday, february 25, 3 p.m., at the Sackler 
Museum. Join us for a viewing of “Brush and 
Ink Reconsidered: Contemporary Chinese 
Landscapes,” an installation that offers high-
lights from the Harvard Art Museums’ growing 
collection of recent Chinese ink paintings and 
invites us to examine the meaning of “con-
temporary” in non-Western contexts. We will 
meet at 3 p.m. in the Sackler Museum lobby. 
Contact Ivanna Yi (iyi@fas.harvard.edu).

musiC aT dudley House

The dudley House orchestra 
The Orchestra started rehearsals on January 
30 for its spring concert (April 17 in Paine 
Hall). Our program includes Brahms’s Tragic 
Overture and Ravel’s orchestration of Mous-
sorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition. Interested 
in joining? Please contact the conductor, 
Bert Van Herck (vanherck@fas.harvard.edu). 
String, oboe, bassoon and harp players are 
particularly welcome. Regular rehearsals are 
held on Sunday evenings from 6:30–9 p.m. 
One-time change on February 6 (Super Bowl 
Sunday): Rehearsal from 3–6 p.m! 

The dudley House Choral Program
rehearsals are on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m. 
Contact Gabriele Vanoni (gvanoni@fas.
harvard.edu).

dudley Jazz band
After a triumphant concert in December 
celebrating the music of Mary Lou Williams, 
the Dudley Jazz Band will be back in the spring, 
playing for the Spring Swing on March 26 and 
later giving an end-of-term concert in the Dud-
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Thursday, february 3, 7 p.m.
Garden State (2004). having just 
weaned himself off antidepressants, 
the main character (Zach Braff) returns 
to his new Jersey hometown after a 
decade away to attend his mother’s 
funeral, and slowly begins to see his life 
in a new light.  

friday, february 11, 6:30 p.m.
Brassed Off (1996). when a British 
coal mine is threatened with closure 
by Mrs. thatcher’s government, the 
miners’ brass band is what unites the 
community. Esteemed actor pete 
postlethwaite, who died in January, 
gives one of his best performances. 

friday, february 4, 7 p.m.
The Linguists. this documentary 
follows two linguists as they travel 
through siberia, india, and the andes 
to document languages on the verge 
of extinction. 

monday, february 14, 7 p.m.
Hoosiers (1986). gene hackman and 
Dennis hopper star in this inspiring 
film about a small school basketball 
team and their coaches.   

Wednesday, february 9, 7 p.m.
Food, Inc. this oscar-nominated 
documentary — a behind-the-scenes 
look at the food industry — may just 
change your life.  

friday, february 18, 7 p.m.
Restrepo. voted “Best Documen-
tary” at the 2010 sundance film 
festival, this film was made by two 
journalists embedded for a year 
with a us army platoon posted to 
afghanistan.  

monday, february 7, 7 p.m.
Raging Bull (1980). Martin scorcese 
directed this great american film 
about boxer Jack laMotta. robert 
Deniro gives one of his most famous 
and intense performances in this 
black and white classic.  

Thursday, february 17, 7 p.m.
Kebab Connection (2005). in this 
airy comedy, budding filmmaker ibo 
dreams of making a german kung fu 
movie but first hones his talent with 
a commercial for his uncle’s kebab 
stand, which becomes an unlikely hit.

Thursday, february 10, 7 p.m.
Adaptation (2003). this instant 
metafilmic classic, starring nicholas 
cage, chris cooper, and Meryl streep, 
and directed by spike Jonze, will 
throw you for a literary loop.  

Thursday, february 24, 7 p.m.
Flamenco. renowned spanish 
filmmaker carlos saura’s beautiful 
documentary about the passion and 
intensity of flamenco performers.  

fabulous fellows february film festival
Movies will be shown in the Graduate Student lounge unless otherwise noted. 
everyone is welcome. check dudley e-mail listings for additional films.
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ley Dining Room. Rehearsals for the Dudley 
Jazz Combo and the Big Band are on Wednes-
day evenings in the Common Room. Contact 
Michael Heller (mheller@fas.harvard.edu).

dudley World music ensemble
An eclectic group of musicians from different 
traditions playing a variety of instruments.  
To join, or for more information, contact 
Mehrtash Bababi (mbabadi@fas.harvard.edu). 
Rehearsals are held on Wednesday evenings in 
the Graduate Student Lounge.

dudley PubliC serViCe

Post-Valentine’s day blood drive
Tuesday, february 15, 10 a.m.–2 p.m., Gradu-
ate Student Lounge. Have a heart, save a life. 
Sign up to donate blood at our annual Dudley 
House drive for Mount Auburn Hospital. To 
reserve a time slot, e-mail dudleypublicser-
vice@gmail.com.

dudley liTerary Program

Dudley Review Prize competition
The Dudley Review announces its sixth non-
annual writing competition. Entries in poetry, 
short fiction (or excerpts from longer fiction), 
creative nonfiction/science writing, and visual 
art are welcomed. First and second place 
entries in each of the four categories (provided 
a category receives at least three submissions), 
as selected by outside judges, will receive 
top billing in the 2011 issue, alongside other 
accepted submissions. First place winners will 
each receive a check for $50. Contest entries 
should not bear the writer’s or artist’s name 
but should be accompanied by a cover sheet 
including the entrant’s name and contact 
information.
deadline for submission: February 28. Please 
send submissions or questions about criteria to 
contact@harvarddudleyreview.org or in hard 
copy to The Dudley Review at Dudley House.  

spring literary Wine and Cheese Party
friday, february 11, 8–10 p.m., Fireside Room. 
If on a winter’s night you are looking for a 
gathering of kindred spirits, some poetry and 
fiction reading, and wine and snacks, then 
come to our spring-semester launch party. 

book Club
Thursday, february 24, 7 p.m., Fireside Room 
We continue our journey through the (mod-
ern) classics in the graphic novel genre with 
Logicomix: An Epic Search for Truth by Apos-
tolos Doxiadis and Christos Papadimitriou. 
This exceptional graphic novel recounts the 
spiritual odyssey of philosopher Bertrand Rus-
sell. In his agonized search for absolute truth, 
Russell crosses paths with legendary thinkers 
like Gottlob Frege, David Hilbert, and Kurt 
Gödel, and finds a passionate student in the 
great Ludwig Wittgenstein. 
 
Some copies of the selected book will be avail-
able three weeks in advance for pick-up at the 
House Office. If you attend the meeting you can 
keep a copy of the book for free. A refundable 
deposit of $10 will be requested. Contact the 
Literary Fellows (dudley_literary@yahoo.com).

Writer’s Workshop
february 3 and february 17, 7–9 p.m., Fireside 
Room. If you’re longing for feedback on 
your non-academic writing, look no further. 
The Workshop will meet the first and third 
Thursdays of the month in the Fireside Room 
to provide a forum for House members to con-
verse, mingle, and collaborate in the writing 
process. Bring copies of whatever you’re cur-
rently working on, or feel free to simply join 
in the discussion. Contact the Literary Fellows 
(dudley_literary@yahoo.com).

apply to be a 
dudley fellow
Join team Dudley as one of our 
Dudley fellows next year!  appli-
cations are available now in the 
house office and on the Dudley 
website (www.dudley.harvard.
edu). interviews with the house 
Master and house administra-
tor will be held from february 14 
through february 23. 
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ning. The Athletics program is organized by 
Alan O’Connor (aoconnor@fas.harvard.edu), 
Anshul Kumar (akumar@fas.harvard.edu), and 
a number of individual sport captains.  

super bowl Party
sunday, february 6, 6:30 p.m., Graduate 
Student Lounge. Come watch the champion-
ship match of professional American football 
with your fellow grad students on Dudley’s big 
screen. Food and drink provided. 

intramural Crew informational meeting
Thursday, february 17, 7–8 p.m., Game 
Room. Harvard’s intramural crew program 
offers an opportunity for Dudley members to 
compete against boats from the undergradu-
ate Houses in an annual regatta held at the 
beginning of May. Men and women interested 
in rowing, as well as those interested in being 
coxswains, should attend this meeting to 
find out about requirements and the practice 
schedule. If you are unable to attend, contact 
Alan (aoconnor@fas.harvard.edu). Pizza and 
drinks provided.

Writing bootcamp
saturday and sunday, february 5–6 and feb-
ruary 26–27, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. in the Gato Rojo. 
Need a weekend dedicated to working on your 
dissertation or finishing an article? We provide 
a quiet setting, breakfast and lunch, caffeine, 
and the opportunity to consult the GSAS 
writing tutor. Students from all disciplines and 
at any stage of writing are welcome. The cost 
of the event is $20. To encourage participants 
to make a commitment, we will charge an 
additional $20 deposit, which will be returned 
in full to those who attend both days. Please 
sign up in the House Office; students at the 
Longwood campus may register by contacting 
the House at 617-495-2255. Contact the Liter-
ary Fellows (dudley_literary@yahoo.com).

inTramural aTHleTiCs 
 
Winter and spring at Dudley Athletics features 
a number of regularly held sporting events in 
addition to special events such as the Super 
Bowl Party (see below), bike rides, fencing, 
kickball, dodgeball, table tennis, and run-
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DuDlEy housE

Harvard square 
Pubcrawl

Join your fellow graduate 
students for drinks and refresh-

ments at Dudley house, and 
then we’ll head off on a tour of 

harvard square’s best  
establishments. 

friday, february 25, 8 p.m. 
Bring your iD and cash; 
 open to Dudley house  

members and their guests.
Contact  

dudley.social@gmail.com  
for information!

Promoting 
Public service
Each year, as part of its broad philanthropic 
efforts, the harvard/Mit cooperative society 
(the coop) provides funds to support com-
munity service projects designed by harvard 
graduate students. these grants are adminis-
tered through and promoted by Dudley house 
public service; they bring graduate students 
from all schools together under the Dudley 
house banner, giving them a chance to harness 
their creativity, intelligence, and enthusiasm 
for the benefit of the local community. 

this year, the Dudley public service fel-
lows worked with the coop to award 11 grants 
to outstanding proposals aimed at serving the 
public in a variety of ways. congratulations to 
the winners! 

annie Kountz, Hallie Chen, shelby doyle, 
marika shioiri-Clark, and Jade yang: “Design 
initiative for youth” introduces basic design 
and architecture concepts to local children.
david Kaz, lana butler, and emily butler: 
“s.c.r.a.p.p.y.” teaches children self-confi-
dence and computer literacy by helping them 
refurbish discarded computers. 
*gsas group
marshall Thomas and Jeff Teigler: “science in 
the news” promotes scientific literacy by host-
ing public events including lectures on current 
scientific issues. *gsas group
alicia nugent and daniel millman: “interac-
tive science” brings fun and creative science 
lessons into k-12 classrooms. *gsas group
russell Carlock and ana nieto: “helping your 
children in school” provides instruction for 
immigrant parents on how to help fulfill the 
educational needs of their children.
go eun Kim: “operation Mouthguard” pro-
motes oral health and provides sports mouth 
guards to local children.

brian luong: “project Bridge” provides free 
dental care to at-risk youth.
rebecca berman and amanda Johnson: “the 
crimson care collaborative” provides afford-
able healthcare to local Boston area residents 
in need.
david Chi and michael lin: “asthma swim” 
educates children on asthma maintenance and 
encourages an active lifestyle.
Zhi Tsun, molly Plovanich, sorbarikor 
Piawah, mcKenzie Koss: “health professions 
recruitment and Exposure program” recruits 
students from underrepresented backgrounds 
into careers in science and medicine.
sachini bandara and Vinu ilakkuvan: “the 
hsph prenatal care campaign for pregnant 
and parenting teens” promotes the early use 
of prenatal care among pregnant teenagers in 
Boston.

to learn more about any of these organiza-
tions, or to volunteer, please contact  
dudleypublicservice@gmail.com.
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mfebruary

1 Tuesday
world Music Ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

Dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

2 Wednesday
gsc open Meeting
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

Dudley Jazz group  
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

swing class
holden chapel 8 p.m.

3 Thursday
fellows film: Garden State
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

writers workshop
fireside room 7 p.m.

tango class
northwest labs 8 p.m.

4 friday
fellows film: The Linguists
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

5 saturday
writing Bootcamp
café gato rojo  
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

6 sunday
writing Bootcamp
café gato rojo  
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
Main Dining room 3 p.m.

 7 monday
fellows film: Raging Bull
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

8 Tuesday
world Music Ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

Dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

persian cooking class
private Dining room 7 p.m.

knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

9 Wednesday
Dudley Jazz group  
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

fellows film: Food, Inc.
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

swing class
holden chapel 8 p.m.

10 Thursday
fellows film:  Adaptation
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

tango class
northwest labs 8 p.m.

11 friday
fellows film: Brassed Off
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

literary wine and cheese 
party
library 8 p.m.

13 sunday
Dim sum for spring
leave Dudley 11 a.m.

Dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
Main Dining room  
6:30 p.m.

14 monday
fellows film: Hoosiers

15 Tuesday
public service Blood Drive
graduate student lounge 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

world Music Ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

Dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

16 Wednesday
Dudley Jazz group  
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

swing class
holden chapel 8 p.m.

17 Thursday
fellows film:   
Kebab Connection
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

crew informational  
Meeting
game room 7 p.m.

writers workshop
fireside room 7 p.m.

tango class
northwest labs 8 p.m.

18 friday
fellows film: Restrepo
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

20 sunday
trip to Mit Museum
leave Dudley at 10 a.m.

Dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
Main Dining room  
6:30 p.m.

21 monday
presidents’ Day holiday
Dudley house closed

22 Tuesday
world Music Ensemble 
rehearsal
graduate student lounge 
6:30 p.m.

Dudley chorus rehearsal
common room 7 p.m.

knitting group
café gato rojo 7:30 p.m.

23 Wednesday
Dudley Jazz group  
rehearsals
common room 6 p.m.

swing class
holden chapel 8 p.m.

24 Thursday
Book club Meeting
fireside room 7 p.m.

fellows film:  
Carlos Saura’s Flamenco
graduate student lounge 
7 p.m.

tango class
northwest labs 8 p.m.

25 friday
wine tasting
common room 6 p.m.

26 saturday
writing Bootcamp
café gato rojo 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

27 sunday
writing Bootcamp
café gato rojo 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Dudley orchestra  
rehearsal
Main Dining room  
6:30 p.m.

    dudley House Calendar  february 2011  for THe laTesT informaTion, CHeCK dudley House e-mail lisTings

6 sunday

super Bowl party
graduate student lounge 
6 p.m.
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a forum where people could discuss, critique, 
and describe that enterprise. As humanists, 
we critique and assess what people are doing. 
It’s a place for productive and inclusive con-
versation as well as meta-commentary.”

Alexander Parker, director of Research 
Computing in the Humanities at the Faculty 
of Arts and Sciences, says scholars today live 
in “a hybrid world of research, both the tech-
nological and the traditional. We no longer 
confer only with researchers down the hall, 
but with researchers across the world.”

The two modes of research can be mutu-
ally enriching, says Parker, an advisor to the 
workshop series. “Visiting an archive may be a 
richer or denser experience because researchers 
can do more work online before going to the 
archive. That doesn’t mean traditional methods 
are obsolete, but [working with technology] can 
enhance the richness and depth of scholarship.”

The interdisciplinary nature of the 
Thinking with Technology series indicated 
the extent to which technology is alter-
ing approaches in all fields, as well as the 
importance of examining and discussing 
that influence. “It’s not easy or perhaps even 
necessary to get a consensus (about technol-
ogy),” Roychoudhury says. “The aim is to get 
a range of views, and the bigger the range, 
the better.” 

Parker agrees, pointing out that the 
workshop examined not only new forms of 
technology, but also the ways in which that new 
technology could advance research across a 
wide spectrum of fields. “The workshop offered 

a broader communication among quasi-savvy 
researchers,” he adds. “The goal is to develop a 
group of people who can get beyond the head-
lines to the opportunities and a sophisticated 
discussion. The question is how can we move 
our practice of being scholars forward?” 

Sessions examined emerging scholarly 
paradigms, the relationship between tech-
nology and our inner lives, the changing 
definitions of “literature” in a world where 
print no longer contains the fullness of our 
knowledge, and e-books and their impact on 
scholars and scholarship. 

One of the workshop’s goals, Roychoud-
hury says, was simply to educate humanists 
about technology. “Thinking about technol-
ogy is a skill,” she says. “There’s a difference 
between expressing an opinion and having an 
intellectual assessment of a piece of technol-
ogy. Even popular technologies, such as the 
Kindle, have changed practically everything 
in their fields. To be able to process all of that 
and communicate with people in these new 
ways is a skill that needs to be practiced and 
learned, and this is not one of the things that 
we train humanists to do. It helps to be able 
to practice doing that with a number of other 
people in the profession. It’s an invaluable 
skill no matter what you do to engage in 
discourse at that level.”

continued from page 1

Pursue your Own 
research interest
the gsas research workshops 
program, which helped fund the 
thinking with technology series, 
is now calling for proposals for the 
fall term of 2011–12. the program 
encourages scholarly discussion 
of works-in-progress by support-
ing workshops for students who 
are learning to conceive and write 
articles, thesis prospectuses, and 
dissertations. the workshops also 
offer faculty members a chance to 
share drafts of new work. topics may 
be cross-disciplinary, and although 
faculty must submit the formal 
application, graduate students are 
encouraged to generate interest and 
ideas for workshops.

grants of up to $5,000 per year 
are available for projects in the hu-
manities and social sciences. 

the application deadline is  
friday, march 18, for funding to be-
gin in the fall term of 2010–11. submit 
proposals to Dean Margot gill, gsas, 
holyoke center 350, 1350 Massachu-
setts ave., cambridge, Ma 02138. 

for more information, require-
ments, and an application, visit 
 www.gsas.harvard.edu/current_ 
students/research_workshops.php

Happening: 
digital Humanities 2.0 
a conversation about emerging paradigms in the arts  
and humanities in the information age

with ann Burdick, Johanna Drucker, peter lunenfeld,  
todd presner, and Jeffrey schnapp

Thursday, february 10, 6 p.m.  
thompson room, Barker center 110, 12 Quincy street

read the Digital humanities 2.0 manifesto at  
www.humanitiesblast.com/manifesto/Manifesto_v2.pdf.

Sponsored by the Humanities Center at Harvard and the  
Office of the Dean for the Arts and Humanities.



feBruArY 2011   i   GSAS Bulletin      11

building your network
Tuesday February 1, 1–2 p.m., 
OCS Conference Room. The 
best way to find the perfect 
job is to meet with and gather 
information from people 
already working in your field 
of interest. This workshop will 
demystify the process of net-
working and give you practical 
tips on how to actually  get out 
there and do it.

news from carEEr sErvicEs

robin mount, edd  
director

laura 
malisheski, Phd  
assistant director, 
graduate student and 
Phd advising

amy sanford, ms  
assistant director, 
graduate student and 
Phd advising

office of Career services
54 dunster street
phone 617.495.2595  fax 617.496.6880  web  www.ocs.harvard.edu

Professional development 
for life scientists 
Once again, OCS is collaborat-
ing with Harvard colleagues 
(HILS, DMS, and the HMS/
HSDM Office for Postdoctoral 
Fellows) to bring a series of ca-
reer development programs to 
the Longwood campus! Check 
the OCS online calendar for 
the most up-to-date informa-
tion.

n Just for scientists: CV, re-
sume, or something in between? 
Tuesday, February 8, time and 
location TBD (Longwood 
campus). Using sample CVs that 
helped scientists land positions 
in academia and beyond, we will 
discuss how to optimize the pre-
sentation of your relevant skills 
and experiences in an aestheti-
cally pleasing style that is most 
appropriate for different types of 
PhD-level positions.

n drop-in resume and CV 
reviews at longwood, Monday, 
February 14, 1–4 p.m., DMS 
Lounge (TMEC 442, Longwood 
campus). Are you planning to 
be on the academic or non-aca-
demic job market soon, or will 
you be applying for fellowships 
or postdocs? Bring a draft of your 
resume, CV, and/or cover letter 
for a 15-minute critique.

business management study 
group
Are you interested in learning 
about the business school case 
method? Then join this annual 
series, coordinated by the Office 
of Career Services and held at 
Harvard Business School. You 
will be introduced to key issues, 
vocabulary, and cases in various 
fields. Participants will have the 
opportunity to try out their analyt-
ic abilities on real cases and to test 
interest in various aspects of the 
business world. Taught by industry 
leaders and Harvard Business 

School faculty, this series requires 
a three-week commitment.
 
eligibility: GSAS master’s and 
PhD students and select gradu-
ate students from other Harvard 
schools. 
dates: Wednesdays, February 16, 
3–5 p.m.; February 23, 4:30–
6:30;  and March 2, 3–5 p.m.  
location: Harvard Business 
School 
requirements: Participants must 
attend all three sessions, actively 
participate in case discussions 
and analysis, and carefully read 
cases and supplemental materi-
als before each lecture. (Cost for 
reading material will be approxi-
mately $30). 
registration: Space is limited. 
To register, please e-mail your 
name, G-level and department 
to asanford@fas.harvard.edu.

Career fairs 
n Harvard start-up fair, Friday 
February 11, 2–5 p.m., OCS. 

n Harvard energy and environ-
ment expo, Friday, February 25, 
1:30–4 p.m., Radcliffe Gym.  

Career information listservs
To stay informed about job op-
portunities, career workshops, 
job fairs, and other events, 
subscribe to either or both of 
our GSAS-focused listservs. Go 
to www.ocs.fas.harvard.edu and 
click on “For Students,” then 
“Join OCS ListServs.” 

WalK-in Hours and aPPoinTmenTs
the gsas counselors hold regular walk-in hours every Mon-
day, 1–4 p.m. plEasE notE: walk-ins on Monday, february 
14 will be held on the longwood campus (DMs lounge). if 
you have a quick question, please drop in for a 10–15 minute 
session. to schedule an individual appointment with one of 
the gsas specialists, please visit crimson careers: https://
harvard-csm.symplicity.com/students/. 

reflections on rejections
monday february 7, 4:30–6 p.m., OCS Reading Room. Even the 
most highly accomplished people experience rejection or failure 
at some point in their careers. Come join us to discuss experi-
ences of risk, rejection, resilience, and redemption. 

Students will receive a booklet of actual rejection letters 
received by deans, faculty, and fellow students, along with their 
comments about what that experience has meant to them. 

E-mail ocsrsvp@fas.harvard.edu (using “Reflections on 
Rejections” in the subject line) to register. Include your name, 
G-level, and department. This event is co-sponsored by the 
Bureau of Study Counsel. 

h
A

r
v

A
r

d
 n

e
W

S 
o

ff
ic

e



12     GSAS Bulletin   i  feBruArY 2011

of Fine Arts, Boston, offering 
Harvard graduate students 
an unparalleled opportunity 
to learn about the history of 
American art through direct 
exposure to some of the most 
important and influential art 
objects in the country’s history.   

 
art in Context at Harvard  
Instructor Amanda Lanham 
sought to provide students with 
an enhanced understanding of 
the historical context of art by 
utilizing the extensive collec-
tions of the Harvard Art Mu-
seums, as well as architectural 
structures and monuments 
located on campus.   

 
bionnections
Instructor Bob Kao helped 
students explore the principles 
behind “bionnections” — the 
study of how biological inter-
connections are made during 
embryo development. The 
formation of different types of 
tubular networks provides ex-
change of air, flow of water and 
blood, and removal of toxic 
chemicals — key to an organ-
ism’s survival in the changing 
environment.  

 
instant spanish 
No previous experience was 
necessary! Instructor Cherie 
Ramirez designed a series 
of seminars for anyone who 
wanted a crash course in 
Spanish. Sessions included: 
How to Talk Coherently 
About Yourself in Spanish; 
Bet You Didn’t Know You 
Could Read in Spanish; and 
How to Survive in a Spanish-
Speaking Country. 

 
a mathematical look at 
some Popular games  
Instructor Nathan Kaplan 
led students in an explora-
tion of the math behind 
popular puzzles and games 

The graduate student Council
dudley House, room m-4
e-mail harvardgsc@gmail.com
web www.harvardgsc.com

graduate student Council Par-
ticipates in January@gsas
For the second year in a row, 
the Graduate School of Arts 
and Sciences sponsored a 
January series of professional 
development and enrichment 
programs, and the Graduate 
Student Council once again 
participated by offering mini-
courses taught by graduate 
students. 

These short courses were 
devoted to interdisciplinary 
topics ranging from Russian 
culture to American art to 
mathematical puzzles. The 
GSC’s goal was to give gradu-
ate students “a chance to step 
back from the daily rigors of 
their own programs and to 
learn something new, whether 
purely for learning’s sake, or 
to help enrich their schol-
arly interests,” said president 
Benjamin Woodring, a Ph.D. 
candidate in English.

Here is a synopsis of the 
courses offered this January:

Winter in russia: an ex-
perimental Course in russian 
Classics
In this introductory course in 
Russian literature, instructor 
Anna Aizman led students in 
reading from Pushkin, Tolstoy, 
Dostoevsky, Akhmatova, and 
Pasternak; listening to Rus-
sian composers; and watching 
scenes from Russian films. 
The class drew not only on the 
recurring themes in Russian 
literature but also on students’ 
own experience of winter.

american art: Pre-Columbus 
through Post-modernism 
Instructor Katie Pfohl orga-
nized this course into a series 
of five trips to the Museum 

graDuatE stuDEnt council

Call for nominations: 
2011 Commencement 
marshals
Each year, eight graduating students (four phD 
recipients and two aM recipients from gsas 
and two aM recipients from sEas) are chosen 
as commencement marshals. these marshals, 
who play a highly visible role in leading gradu-
ating students into harvard yard during the 
ceremony, are chosen by a committee of fellow 
graduate students on the basis of their accom-
plishments and service on behalf of gsas and 
the graduate student community.

the selected students will have opportu-
nities to stay in touch with gsas after com-
mencement, serving as ambassadors to their 
peers about alumni issues and events.

students wishing to be considered, or depart-
ments wishing to nominate students, should 
send the following material to the graduate 
student council (harvardgsc@gmail.com): the 
nominee’s cv; a letter of nomination from the 
department administrator, chair, or director 
of graduate studies; and any letters of recom-
mendation the nominee wishes the committee 
to consider. contact gsc president Benjamin 
woodring (woodring@fas.harvard.edu) with 
questions.
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like Sudoku and chess. The 
goal was to help participants 
develop strategic, quantitative 
thinking about games and 
decision-making. 

 
Positive Psychology and the 
science of Happiness
What is happiness? What 
makes us happy? How can we 
be happier? Instructors H’Sien 
Hayward and Jordi Quoidbach 
explored the field of positive 
psychology and presented re-
vealing findings about positive 
emotions, human strengths, 
optimism, resilience, and 
meaning in life, among other 
constructs.  

 
The stuff in stuff: Various 
Views of Things in our  
everyday lives  
Instructor Michael Thomas 
Petralia wanted to lead students 
in a careful exploration of 
objects of everyday life, intro-
ducing them to scientific and 
mathematical concepts along 
the way. He drew on everyday 
observations, the sciences, 
engineering, mathematics, 
art, social studies, and phi-
losophy to develop a clearer 
understanding of the stuff that 
surrounds us.  

What’s the deal with Hu-
mans? archaeology and Hu-
man evolution
In this course, instructor 
Bridget Alex led a discus-
sion of the human story from 
our beginnings all the way 
through the modern era, 
drawing on the perspectives 
of human evolutionary biol-
ogy and archaeology. Much-
debated topics like the origins 
of language, modern health 
and diet consequences of 
our evolution, Neanderthal 
extinction, and how drugs 
inspired rock art were part of 
the discussion.

news from thE Bok cEntEr

derek bok Center for Teaching and learning
science Center 318
phone 617.495.4869  
e-mail  bokcenter@fas.harvard.edu
web  bokcenter.harvard.edu

making Q evaluations Work for you
Review your last Q scores as you begin teach-
ing this spring and fine-tune your efforts to 
meet the needs of your new students. Make an 
appointment to discuss your Q results with your 
Departmental Teaching Fellow or others at the 
Bok Center by e-mailing bokcenter@fas.harvard.
edu.
 
experienced, Creative, energetic Tfs needed!
If you’re eager to use your talents and insights 
to enhance teaching in your discipline, apply 
for a 2011–2012 Departmental Teaching Fellow 
position. As a Departmental TF, you’ll work as 
a peer consultant to TFs in your field by advis-
ing individual instructors, creating training pro-
grams, running workshops and seminars, and 
initiating other teaching-related projects. Being 
a Departmental TF is also an opportunity for 
advanced professional development in the form 

of training and mentoring from the Bok Center, 
collaboration with faculty and administrators, 
and engagement with the scholarship of teach-
ing and learning. The positions are equivalent 
to standard TF appointments, with the same 
compensation and time commitment as teach-
ing one to two sections. Complete application 
packets, which include a departmental nomi-
nation component, are due march 1. For more 
information and application materials, please 
see bokcenter.harvard.edu or contact Virginia 
Maurer (vmaurer@fas.harvard.edu).

Head Tf network 
Being a Head TF is a challenging job! The Head 
TF Network brings together Head TFs in depart-
mental and Gen Ed classes to share questions 
and collective wisdom. If you missed the Head 
TF program in January, it’s not too late to join; e-
mail John Girash (girash@fas.harvard.edu) or see 
the Head TF pages on the Bok Center’s website.

follow the bok Center
Follow us on Facebook (bokcenter) and Twitter 
(@derekbokcenter) for up-to-date information on 
Bok Center happenings.

dynamic new library grad guide
check out the new Library Grad Guide: A Guide to Library 
Resources for GSAS Graduate Students

➻ guides.hcl.harvard.edu/gradguide

it’s got information, links, and services available especially 
for GSAS students (including citation tools, workshops, 
multimedia, and discipline-specific resources, among others).

Peabody museum family fun days 
february 19, 23–26 Q noon–4 p.m.
Ever wonder about what archaeologists and anthropologists do? want to explore 
interesting artifacts from around the world? Join us to have fun and make new 
discoveries! and don’t miss the make-and-take-home projects!
ages 5 and up accompanied by an adult. free with peabody Museum admission.
11 Divinity avenue, cambridgeQwww.peabody.harvard.edu
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happEning at harvarD

i Was like, um,  
i Hate Public speaking
in a January@gsas workshop, harvarD’s nEw spEaking coach sharED tips anD tEchniQuEs

Imagine that you are listening to your 
favorite professor, or your favorite film 
actor, or even your favorite singer. What 
are they doing to keep you interested, and 
how can you achieve his or her level of 
persuasiveness in your own public perfor-
mances — as a TF, at a conference, or in 
a conversation with your advisor? 

 Elise Morrison, the new Associate 
Director for Speaking Instruction at the 
Derek Bok Center for Teaching and 
Learning, understands that a core chal-
lenge facing graduate students is that 
they are constantly under fire, having 
to explain complex ideas and answer 
difficult questions with authority and 
credibility, often in front of professors or 
peers.  The best way to start improving 
as a presenter, she told her audience 
at a January@GSAS public-speaking 
workshop, is to understand how your 
anxieties are manifested. 

Do you pace? Speak too quickly? 
Sweat noticeably? Once you become 
aware of your tics, it is easier to move past 
them or disguise them.  

a few techniques to practice:

n  Remember that public speaking is both 
verbal and nonverbal. Make eye con-
tact, do not forget to smile, and use your 
hands. 

n Making meaningful hand gestures in a 
way that emphasizes what you are saying 
can be very useful at times. But if you 
cannot trust yourself to not play with a 
pen, don’t pick one up!   

n When you are talking, think about 
your pace and volume. Using pauses and 
vocal variety can be an effective means of 
punctuating an important point. 

n Be aware of your vocal tics. Avoid “up 
speak” (ending a sentence as if it was a 
question) and using filler words like “um” 
and “like.” These verbal habits should be 
replaced by pauses or breathing, Mor-
rison says. 

When asked for a positive example of 
public performance, Morrison cites Jon 
Stewart from The Daily Show. Take note 
of his pauses and facial gestures, she 
says; the way he juxtaposes commentary 
with his nonverbal performance is part 
of what makes him so sincere. She finds 
it impressive that he is able to walk the 
line between irony and serious political 

fire while retaining a sense of levity and 
enthusiasm.

Learning to become a more effec-
tive public speaker is a useful life skill, 
Morrison says. She routinely gets e-mails 
from former students who were once 
terrified to speak in public, now giving 
her workshops credit for enabling them to 
give a commencement speech or success-
fully navigate a job interview. Morrison 
says she’s looking forward to working with 
Harvard graduate students, one-on-one 
or in workshops, to bring about similar 
transformations.  
                                  — Spencer McMinn

elise morrison, right, 
led a public-speaking 

workshop for gsas 
students in January.
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bureau of study Counsel
5 Linden Street | 617-495-2581 
bsc.harvard.edu   

Harvard Course in reading 
and study strategies (spring 
session)
through readings, films, and 
classroom exercises, students 
learn to read more purposefully, 
selectively, and with greater speed 
and comprehension. A 14-day 
course, for one hour a day over a 
period of a few weeks. cost: $25 
for GSAS students.  

The spring sessions will be held:
n february 14 to March 4, Monday 
to friday, 8–9 a.m. 
n february 7 to March 3, Monday, 
Wednesday, thursday, friday, 
 4–5 p.m.
to register, please come to the 
Bureau at 5 linden Street, or call 
617-495-2581 for more informa-
tion.
 
add group
eight weekly meetings: dates & 
times to be determined, begin-
ning in early february. this group 
provides a supportive space to talk 
with other students with attention 
regulation concerns and to learn 
coping skills to manage difficulties 
in three core areas: organization/
planning, reducing distractibility, 
and developing adaptive thinking. 
to register, email Jennifer Page 
(jpage@bsc.harvard.edu).
 
Commitment and Creativity
A 1.5-hour workshop offered 
upon request to houses/Yards, 
departments, or student groups. 
the chinese symbol for “busy” 
contains the characters for 
“heart” and “death/loss.” When 
we are overcommitted and 
overly busy, we lose our focused, 
whole-hearted engagement 
with our endeavors. We end up 
ultimately under-committed 
to what makes us creative. this 
workshop is an opportunity to 
consider commitments and 
explore realistic possibilities for 
engaging deeply with what is 
most enlivening and meaningful. 
to schedule a workshop, email  
Ariel Phillips (aphillips@bsc.
harvard.edu) or Sheila reindl 
(sreindl@bsc.harvard.edu).
 

Creative relating
Weekly meetings: Mondays, 
noon–2 p.m., beginning in early 
february. A group to try out new 
ways of communicating and 
relating to others in our lives. We 
address staying present and cen-
tered when under stress; speaking 
to be heard and understood; 
verbal and non-verbal cues; and 
communicating authentically. 
creativity, openness, and risk-
taking are encouraged. Pre-group 
consultation required.
 
identity and diversity: 
background, belonging, and 
becoming
offered upon request to houses/
Yards, departments, or student 
groups. everyone comes to 
harvard from somewhere else, 
and we each bring our own 
personal experience and cultural 
background. college can prompt 
new perspectives on who we are, 
what we value, where we have 
come from and where we are go-
ing.  Bureau counselors are avail-
able to facilitate discussions of 
identity and belonging—including 
issues of race, ethnicity, gender, 
class, nationality, religion, sexual 
identity, and sexual orientation. to 
arrange for a workshop, contact 
any Bureau counselor (see staff 
biographies at bsc.harvard.edu)  
or consult with Sheila reindl  
(sreindl@bsc.harvard.edu).
 
Perfectionism:  
a double-edged sword
one session: friday, february 18, 
1–2:30 p.m. Many students struggle 
with the fine line between striving 
for excellence vs. suffering from 
perfectionism. through discus-
sion and practical exercises, this 
workshop helps students begin 
to distinguish motivation for 
healthy achievement from per-
fectionism and overcome some 
of the pitfalls of perfectionism. 
to register, email Jennifer Page 
(jpage@bsc.harvard.edu).
 
Procrastination group
Three sessions: tuesdays, febru-
ary 15, 22, & March 1, 4:15–5:30 p.m. 
through discussion and practical 
exercises, this group works on 
understanding the experience of 
procrastination and on freeing 
one’s self to use one’s creative pro-

cesses in moments when one feels 
resistant, blocked or paralyzed. 
Pre-group consultation required.
 
returning To Harvard:  
a discussion group
dates & times to be determined 
based on participant schedules. 
coming back to harvard after time 
away can sometimes be surpris-
ingly unsettling. despite familiarity 
with the harvard community, 
students might feel out of step 
with their cohort or taken aback 
by the renewed academic or social 
demands. this group provides 
a context for discussion and 
support. Pre-group consultation 
required.

speaking up in Class
Three sessions: Wednesdays, 
february 16, 23, & March 2, 1–2:30 
p.m. this group provides strate-

gies for students who wish to have 
more of a voice in classes. through 
discussion in a supportive context, 
the group focuses on increasing 
self-confidence and managing 
anxiety in academic settings.  
Pre-group consultation required.
 
Time management Workshop
one session: friday, february 25, 
1–2:30 p.m. through exercises 
and discussion, this workshop 
offers students an opportunity 
to develop and strengthen time 
management strategies. in this 
workshop, students are encour-
aged to identify their priorities and 
to puzzle through the difficulty of 
making time for all they hope and 
need to do. to register, email claire 
Shindler (cshindler@bsc.harvard.
edu).

 What are you doing with your 
life?
Weekly meetings: dates & times to 
be determined, beginning in febru-
ary. this group provides opportuni-
ties to explore purpose, passion, and 
potential, along with the conflicts 
and challenges students feel in 
defining who they are, what they are 
doing, and where they are going in 
life. limited to graduate students. 
Pre-group consultation required.
  
What should i do? for 
students Concerned about a 
fellow student
one session: Wednesday, febru-
ary 9, 4–5:30 p.m. this workshop 
offers support and guidance to 
students who are concerned 
about a friend, roommate, team-
mate, or other fellow student. We 
will consider whether and how to 
speak with someone whose inter-

personal behavior, drinking, eating, 
sleeping, exercising, sexual rela-
tionships, or other behavior leaves 
us concerned, and we will explore 
what our role and responsibility 
regarding that person should be. 
no registration required.
 
What We may be:  
body, mind & spirit
eight sessions: tuesdays, 3–5 
p.m., beginning in early febru-
ary. this workshop is designed 
for women who wish to increase 
self-knowledge and build a more 
dependable sense of self-esteem 
in a supportive group setting. Pre-
group consultation required.
 

looking for Housing  
for the spring Term?
we expect a few rooms to become available in the gsas 
residence halls for spring 2011 occupancy. if you are inter-
ested in living in a gsas residence hall for the remainder 
of the academic year, or next year, please contact gsas 
housing services at gsashous@fas.harvard.edu.   
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 >>   maKing THe sCene

Winter 
Wonderland: 

dudley house — and  
its members — were all  

elegance in early december 
for the house's annual 

Winter formal 
extravaganza.  
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